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INTRODUCTION. 


AI the unfortunate battle of Pol- 
towa, it was the lot of Baron 
Roſen, a captain of dragoons in the 


; army of Charles XII. to fall, with _ 
many other gallant officers, into the _ - 


hands of the Great Czar Peter. He 
had that day diſmounted with his. 
troop to ſtorm the Czar's intrench- 


ments, and having carried two re- 


doubts ſword in hand, he fell nobly 

overborn with numbers, and cover- 

ed with wounds on the third. 

His wounds happily were not mor- 
tal. His recovery was ſpeedy : and 
2 B | he 
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he was ſent, with- his brave compa- 


nions, to be. diſperſed through the 
regions of Siberia, then little better 
than a ſavage wilderneſs. 


As the very nature of the country 


prevented the poſlibility of eſcape, 


theſe noble exiles were, in every 
place of their captivity, indulged with 
perfect liberty; and not merely per- 
mitted to be at large in the cities 
and fortreſſes, where their reſidence 
was appointed, but to hunt and amuſe 
themſelves in the territories around 
them. . | 
As many of them were men of ge- 
nivs, improved knowledge and gen- 
teel accompliſhments, unknown al- 
moſt to the Ruſſians ſettled in that 
* uncultivated wild, they endeavoured 
to foften the melancholy hours of 
their captivity, in employments ſuited 
to their various taſtes ; in the mecha- 
nics, muſic, painting, &c, and amuſed 
themſelves 


| * 
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themſelves in attempts to communi- 
cate to thoſe around them, a reliſh for, 
and acquaintance with, the arts, to 
which they had before been entire 
ſtrangers, ſecuring thereby from the 
inhabitants an hoſpitable reception, 
and infuſing into them a portion of 
their own attainments; the effects of 
which in. the civilization of the coun+ 
try immediately appeared, and con- 
tinue increaſing to this day. 2 
It was the deſtiny of Baron Roſen 
with his friend Crucius, the lieute · 
nant of his troop, to be fixed at the 
fortreſs of Dolonſka, where the ri- 
ver of that name joins the Irtiſh.; 
The country around it was beau- 
tiful, and being the ſouthern part of 
Siberia, though the rigours of the 
winter in that region are every where 
ſevere, they are not there of N 
continuance. WA 
B22 N 
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Two or three villages. contained 

f al the Ruſſians, within ſome hundred 

_ werſts; excluſive of the garriſon, the 
reſt: of the country being wandered 

. over; rather than inhabited, by the 
Tartars, its ancient poſſeſſors, now 

e e to the dominion of Ruſſia. 

The Baron Roſen had enjoyed the 

| alin of a good education, was 
Well acquainted-with the languages, 

a proficient in mufic, and on his pa- 
trimonial eſtate, which he had conſi- 
derably improved, he had, before the 

war, amuſed himſelf with agriculture. 
The officers of the garriſon treat- 

ed their priſoners with all-politeneſs, 
They were lodged in the town, and 
the Cxar's allowance for their main- 
tainence; though ſmall, in that cheap 

country afforded them affluence. 
I uey ſoon made themſelves maſters 
pdf the Ruſſian language, and as it was 
pProbable their i might not 
| | ſoon 
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ſoon” terminate, they endeavoured 
after the firſt months of melancholy 
were paſt, to find ſome employment 
for their time; and as they perceived 
the unpoliſhed ignorance, which reign- 
ed around them, they amuſed them- 

ſelves in giving leſſons in the lan- 
guages, ſciences, and what they knew 
of mathematics and mechanics, to 
thoſe who ſeemed deſirous to profit 
by their ſuperior intelligence. 
As they were under no reſtraint, 
they often made excurſions for plea- 
ſure or curioſity into the adjacent 
country. In one of theſe rambles, 
accident led them to a riſing ground, 
on which ſtood a houſe, which com- 
manded a noble view of the river be- 
neath, and of a village that occupied 
part of the intermediate ſpace. 
They ſtood for a moment to ad- 
mire the enchanting ſcene, where 
nature had furniſhed the principal 
5 3 objects, 
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objects, though ſome appearances of 
cultivation ſerved to heighten the 
ſcene: aa ba 00 | 
An ancient Knez obſerving them 
gazing with delight on the proſpect, 
- very. civilly accoſted them, and in- 
vited them to partake of ſuch refreſh- 
ments as his houſe afforded. He had 


+ ſeen the Swedes at the fort with the 


Ruſſian officers, and the reſpect paid 
to them, together with the fame of 


fo their ſingular knowledge and attain- 


not elegance; was neat, though ſimple. 


ments, engaged his regard, and made 
him pleaſed with an opportunity of 
cultivating an acquaintance with them. 
They politely thanked him for his 
civility ; accepted the invitation, and 
followed him to the houſe. It was 
built of wood, as all the houſes in 
that country uſually are. The rooms 
ſufficiently ſpacious, but unornament- 
ed; and the furniture, choſen for uſe, 


The 
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The Knez, with evident compla- 
cence, introduced the illuſtrious 
ſtrangers to his family. It conſiſted 
of his lady, about his own age, and 
one daughter, ,advancing to ſeven- 
teen. Her perſon was tall, and ex- 
ceedingly well made; her complexion 
a a brunette; her eyes ſingularly bril- 
liant, and the contour of her face re- 
markably pleaſing ; her hair was cheſ- 
nut, bright, and flowed in ringlets 
down her ſhoulders ; her voice ſoft 
and muſical; and an uncommon mo- 
deſty, approaching to baſhfulneſs, on 
the leaſt: occaſion, brought a bluſh 
into her cheeks; owing to their re- 
tired ſituation, where little company 
was to be met, to give a poliſh to the 
manners, and familiarize an inter- 
courſe with the world. 
After the uſual compliments, re- 
freſhments were ordered. 'TheSwedes _ 
were delighted with the cordiality of 
5 4 their 
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their reception, and the manners of 
their hoſts. They would have taken 
their leave; but the Knez preſſed 
them ſo warmly, to favour him with 
their company that day, they could 
not civilly decline it, nor indeed had 
they any reluctance, to cultivate an 
intimacy with a family, ſo er 
agreeable. | 
The ladies retiring whilſt Sher 
was preparing; the Swedes begged 
the favour of the Knez, to take a 
view of the environs of his caſtle; 
as the ſpot appeared remarkably beau- 
tiful, and the country bore a face of 
uncommon fertility. The Knez at- 
tended them with pleaſure, and after 
ſhewing them his gardens, his ſtudd, 
his falcons, and his grey hounds, | 
_ wiſhed, whenever the chace was a- 
greeable, that they would do him 
the favour of making uſe of them, as 
bis territory afforded abundance of 
e 
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| game, and himſelf, with his ſervants, . 
would be happy to attend them. 
"They thanked him for his obliging 
offer, and aſſured him, that they 
| ſhould eſteem it a favour to be rec- 
koned among his friends; wiſhing 
where the inducements were ſo many 
to draw them, they might not * too 
often troubleſome. 
le replied, with a frankneſs better 
than ten thouſand compliments, that 
he really meant himſelf to be the 
gainer by his invitations; as the 
company of men ſo accompliſhed, 
was very rare in that country :, that 
it had been the unhappy lot of his 
family to be caſt there as exiles, ſo 
that the honour of their acquaintance 
would be to him a real acquiſition. 
They naturally aſked, how long 
his family had been ſettle there, 


He ſighed; and faid mapy years; but 
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that neceſſity; not choice, had been 

the occaſion of it. | 

You awaken our curioſity, aid the 
Baron Roſen, when you mention 
. yourſelf as an exile. 

_ TI ſhall have no objection to ſatisfy 
it, ſaid the Knez, and if you will 
ſpend the evening with us, and can 

be happy in the accommodations my 

* houſe affords, I ſhall ſecure thereby 
the pleaſure of your company, and it 
may. amuſe you to hear the hiſtory of 
our ſettlement in this diſtant corner 

of the world. You, gentlemen, are 
not alone unfortunate. If it be any 
ſolace in exile to hear of companions | 
inſuffering,we can afford it you. They 
bowed and profeſſed themſelves high- 

ly obliged by his engaging cordiality, 
affuring him, that they could paſs 
the evening no where ſo agreeabl 
as * his roof. 


T hey 
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They were continuing their walk 
around the domains of the Knez; 
vrhere neatneſs . and plenty ſeemed to 
reign; and had entered an avenue 
cut through a wood of beech and 
cheſnut, which covered them from 
the ſun, when turning to the ripht, 
a proſpect ſuddenly broke upon them, 
heightened by the gloom from a 
they had emerged. 

A noble terrace, formed by the 
hand of nature, covered with the live- 
lieſt green, was before them. Above 
it, a hanging wood terminated at a 
diſtance with ſome dark rocks, add- 
ed a majeſtic air to the ſcene. Be- 
neath them, yet diſtinctly ſeen, ap- 
peared the village, at the extremity of 
which roſe the church, on a little ele- 
vation; and its beautiful ſpire glitter- 
ed in the ſun. Around it, corn fields 
and paſtures, with the herds and flocks, 
N the proſ pect. A conſider- 
| | able 
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able ſtream, nearly full to the brim, 
appeared in all its windings through 
the valley, and after paſſing the vil 
lage, poured its waters into the vaſt 
and rapid Irtiſh; which, at ſome verlts 


_ diſtance, ſpread like an arm of the ſea; 


whilſt its farther bank roſe abrupt 
with noble woods, over which, at a 


8 vaſt diſtance, the blue mountains lift- 
ö ed their heads, and bounded the ho- 


On the ſide of e between 
the woods, ſtood the caſtle of the 


Enes, to which they gently aſcended, 
turning often to admire the proſpect, 


Which, the more they examined it, 
diſcovered new. beauties. 

If I muſt be an exile, ſaid the Ba 
ron, I know not where I could be 
ſooner tempted to forget my native 
country, than in this delightful re- 


treat. Indeed, ſaid the Knez, if re- 


port is to be credited, the moſt ad- 


1 mired 


8 
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. mired ſpots of Ruſſia or Sweden, can 
ſcarce ſtand in competition with ſome- 
in Siberia. We only want ſuch men, 
Sir, as you, and the Baron Crucius, 
your friend, to civilize our manners, 
and introduce arts and manufactures, 
and then we ſhould no longer wa 
our lot. 

And, pray Sir, faid Crucius, Fee 
far extends your territory? The 
bounds, ſaid the noble Ruſſian, Sir, 

are yet unfixed. We are here in a 
ſtate of nature, where occupancy con- 
ſtitutes the property. The few Tar- 
tars, who once roamed on theſe plains, 
ſince the Ruſſians have begun to ſet- 
tle the country, have removed to a 
diſtance; and the only inhabitants we 
have to diſpoſſeſs, are the wild beaſts 
and their feebler prey, that traverſe 
the woods or feed on the lawns, be- 

tween them. Ten million of ſouls 
might 


- 
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might here find: fabſiſtence Hirhout 
_ difficulty. 
They had juſt reached tlie gate; it 
ſtood open; they entered the hall, 
and found the dinner only waited 
their return. Plenty of game and 
' fiſh, added to the produce of the do- 
main, afforded, if not a ſplendid, a a 
' - moſt hoſpitable repaſt. The good 
BS - lady of the houſe preſſed them to de- 
maonſtrate the ſatisfaction they profeſs- 
ed in their entertainment, by their 
bearty uſe of it: adding that their 
houſe was ſeldom honoured by ſuch 
wins. * 

- Madam, ſaid the 3 it is well 
your ſituation ſecures you from in- 
truſion; for, were it known how de- 

ſirable Siberia is become, and how 
much hoſpitality and politeneſs are to 
be found on the Irtiſh, the emigrants 
from Ruſſia would ſoon increaſe, and 
your viſitants become inconveniently 
8 numerous. 
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numer}ts. I begin to fear my friend 
Crucius and I ſhall grow troubleſome 
for, after having ſpent one day ſo very 
agreeably, we ſhall be often tempted 
to wiſh a repetition of the pleaſure. 

Troubleſome ! ſaid the Knez, try 
my noble friends. You are not now 
breathing the air of a court, where 
profeſſion and compliment ſupply the 
place of ſincerity and truth: the of- 
tener this roof covers you, the more 
welcome you will be in it. 

The dinner was removed. Mead, 
beer, and ſome of the liquors which 
the country afforded, were brought; 
and the Knez obligingly preſſed his 
gueſts to help themſelves. I live, 


ſaid he, at ſo great a diſtance from 


the regions where the grape flouriſhes, 

that I can offer you merely the pro-—- 
duce of the land where we dwell. 
You will, I hope, find it good of the 


Kind; ; and, if a cordial welcome could 


* 


beſtow on us, gives it a reliſh Tokay 


| which overlooked the beautiful ſcene 
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make it Tokay or Burgundy, it would 
experience that tranſmutation.. 
Sir, {aid Crucius, the welcome you 


or Burgundy never afforded. In- 
deed, the Baron and 1 drank ſo little 
wine, when it flowed around us, that 
it is no loſs to us to be without it. 
In ſo agreeable company, bowing to 
the ladies, we need nothing more to 
exdhilerate. | 
loiſa bluſhed; her mother ſmiled, 
We ſhall be happy, ſaid ſhe, to find 
it ſo, as nothing would give us great- 
er pleaſure, than to be able to ſoften 
the tedious hours of your captivity. 
The ladies roſe ſoon after and re- 
tired. The gentlemen ſtayed not 
long after them; and, as the evening 
was fine, they took a turn on the ter- 
race; and, entering a ſummer-houle, 


that preſented. 1 before them,— 
| op 
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they had no ſooner ſeated themſelves, 
{ than the Baron, leading the conver- 
ſation from the country and its cuk 
ture, to an enquiry. after its original 
ſtate, the Knez obligingly entered on 
Ithe account which he had promiſed 
to give them. 


IRE 


HISTORY OF THE NARE SKIN. 


CHAPTER I. 


ILL my grandfather came hither, 
ſaid the Ruſſian, theſe beauties, 
vou are pleaſed to admire, were with- 
out a beholder ; except that now and 
then a herd of Tartars pitched their 
| tents, careful only about the paſtu- 

age, and indifferent to the proſpect. 
'The 
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Wl The noble Nareſkin, early in life, 
ll entered on the military line; and 
when, by his father's death the pa- 
* trimonial eſtate came to him, he em- 
ployed his acceſſion of fortune in puſh- if 

ing himſelf in the army, and was a co- 

lonel about thirty. His perſon was 
agreeable, though rather of the infe- 

rior ſize; and no man was more adroit 

in all martial exerciſes. He was much 

-  careſfled by his friends; and being re- 
3 commended to the Czar, he . 
ed him his equerry. 
Being now very frequently at court, 

the Czarina took particular notice of 

him, and he was ſoon promoted to 

be her chamberlain. As this neceſ- 

ſarily led him, in the diſcharge of his 

office, to be near her majeſty's per- 

ſon, he could not but perceive the 

- flattering diſtinction which ſhe paid 

him; and that ſhe appeared always 
Hs: | in 
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in good humour when he was in her 
e 85 
The vaſt diſtance of her RP ex- 
cluded the idea of any thing intend- 
ed, but favour; which, by his aſſidui- 
ty and fidelity in his office, he wiſhed 
to deſerve. But a circumſtance, 
which very much ſtartled him, began 
to awaken his ſuſpicions, 

There was at court a maſked ball 
given; and, under that diſguiſe, it is 
but too well kao; Jane intrigue is OW 
managed. | 

One of the maſks tapped: him on 

the ſhoulder, Do you know me? 
Indeed, Madam, ſaid he, I have not 
that pleaſure z but, if your face is as 
fair, as your figure is elegant, I cer- 
tainly ſhould be happy to'know you. 
You men, ſaid ſhe, have always 
your proteſtations ready; and if ever 
we women are fools enough to truſt 
them, you deſpiſe us for our creduli- 


"Ok. 


| 


1 On OS Re. 2 —U—w — = 
— 7 
1 


1 


20 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 


| | _ poſe in you. 


oartivd;ts you, ſaid ſhe, but you are 


\ pleaſes you, as much as you pretend, 
the next maſk you will follow it. 


the crowd, and Naretkin, though he 
attended her with diligence, {oon loſt 


the language of this agreeable un- 
known dwelt on his mind. In all the 
circle of his connections, he could 
not fix upon à creature, whoſe man- 
ner and voice (though feigned under 


* 


ty, and abuſe the conſidence we re- 


A man of honour, replied Narelkin, 
never abuſes confidence i 4capyl in 
him. pred 

There is a NY in the odd too 


dull at conjectures. If my figure 


; 


Then turning round, ſhe mingled with 


the view of his inamorata. _ - 
When he returned from os ball 


- the maſk) reſembled the lady, but 
one; and of her he hardly dared har- 


bour the idea. ie 507. 40 
The 
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The Czarina aſked him, when he 
was next day in waiting, how he was 
entertained at the maſk. He was con- 
founded with the queſtion, and hefita- 
ting, replied, the entertainment was 

exceedingly pleaſing. | 

Then you mean, ſaid ſhe, 1 rat e 
to be at the next. 

H your majeſty's ſervice does not 
require my attendance, I ſhould cer- 
tainly be in the group. 

Oh, ſays ſhe, Nareſkin, my ſervice 
| ſhall wait, when ſo agreeable a A 
is formed. 

Her favours were now thowered 
upon him; but in a way perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with her dignity; though 
ſomething peculiar in her manner of 
addreſſing him, confirmed him in his 
apprehenſions. He ' waited theres 
fore the return of the next maſque- 
rade, with a mixture of curioſity, ſuſ- 
pence, and ſomething rather painful, 

than 
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than pleaſing in his mind, as he per- 
ceived a precipice before him, the at- 
tempt to avoid which, or to adventure 
to the brink of it, would be equally 
The night came; the maſks afſem- 
bled: and late in the evening he ſaw 
the elegant ſnhepherdeſs, for that was 
the dreſs ſhe had before aſſumed, 
mingling in the crowd. 855 
He immediately accoſted her. 
Vou are right, ſaid ſhe, follow me. 
And paſſing into a bow window, 
which was at the end of the ſaloon, 
he ſeized her hand, and, with the 
-uſual effuſions of gallantry, preſſed to 
know, to whom he was indebted for 
this diſtinguiſhing favour. 
Nareſkin, ſaid ſhe, if you knew the 
favour deſigned you, it is diſtinguiſh. 
ing. We women are fated often to 
be ſacrificed to thoſe, to whom our 
+ hearts feel no attachment; and where 


Wwe 
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we 0 meet with infidelity and in - | 
gratitude. Perhaps I may add to the 
number. However, I am determined 
to make the trial. When, lifting her 
maſk half aſide, and inſtantly repla- 
cing it, be diſcovered the Czarina. 


My grandfather was ready to drop 
on his knees before her. * per- 
ceived his confuſion. 


This, ſaid ſhe, is not the place for 
homage z nor is it exacted from you. 
I wiſh to hold you in my fervice by 
a more endearing tie. Her hand was 
{till in his, and when he had recover- 
ed the agitation of this difcovery, he 
preſſed it to his lips, and vowed un- 
changable fidelity. * 

Prove it, ſaid ſhe, and it ſhall be 
my cire to make your fortune equal 
to your felicity. She returned to the 
group, and Nareſkin, forbidden to 
follow her, quickly retired to his 


. 
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beauty, and an elegance of form ſu- 
perior to every lady of her court. 


Hie felt withal the dangers attendant 
on the ſlippery path before him. The 
conflict of theſe contending paſſions 


261 to determine. 


apartments in the palace, agitated with 
a tumult of ideas. 

Nothing could tend more to fatter 
His pride, nothing ſo aſſuredly to make 
his fortune, as the Czarina's favour. 
Nor was her perſon among the leaſt of 
her charms; retaining ſtill, though in 
the wane, a very conſiderable ſhare of 


But my grandfather had high notions 
of honour; and, though gay, not de- 
ſtitute of ſenſibility of conſcience. 


diſturbed his repoſe, and he aroſe 
hardly knowing how to act, or what 


In this uncertainty, kis office called 
his attendance, and his elegant miſ- 
treſs received him, with the moſt 
flattering attention. u. Ein vintments 
were 
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of favour and fortune, the reſpect of 


all around him, added to the charm, | 
and, ſeduced) him either really-to feel 


the attachment he, profeſſedi or to 
fancy that he did o that the Caarina 


appeared ſatisfied in thoſe ſhort in- 


ter views, When under the cover of a 


maſk; they could indulge a commu- 
aicaien af theb{ilentnichta. - AB 
At che lalb ball, Nareßein, ſaid-ſh6, = 
ſoftly, asl they Rood: near ench other, 
J am tired with the reſtraints we are 
neceſſarily under · here; ſecure a little 


cabin in this neighbourhood} to which 


we may reti from hence, and re- 


turn unnoticed during the; carnival, 
when the maſks every where in the 
ſtreets will prevent ſuſpicion or in- 
terruption. He. promiſed immediate- 
1y! to look out. The carnival was 


only ſix weeks diſtant, and before 


RI that 


2 
were increaſed, and with the increaſe 
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tuation what muſt enſue. His con- 


nnd diſappointed woman; and ſuch a 
woman who had it in her power, by 


ſuſpicion would not fail to bring to 
light, a ſcene which muſt cover him 
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hat line he doubted. er he ts 


. opened'and his heart ſtaggered at che 
conſequences. He felt in ſuch à ſi- 


ſcience, his honour revolted. He 
condemned his ambition, his intereſt- 
edneſs, and his paſſions that had ſe- 
 doced him to appeur, what now he 
_ geally felt he was not: and foreſacy, 
chat ſometime or other, the eyes of 


with infamy, ruin, and perhaps the 
moſt ignominious death. Vet he 
feared the malipnity of an inraged 


bone means or another, to inflict wa 
* +028 i] 


\ 


He 
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le felt now, as he deſerved, the 
miſery into which he had inſenfibly. 
glided, yielding to the ſeductions af 

pride and the deluſions of appetite: 
and ſaw that the return from the la- 
byrinth, was little leſs difficult, than 

to advance in the ſame bewildered 
hu was deef lun ane ning in 
theſe refleQions, when the ſervant 

announced the Abbot of Branſki : a 

particular friend of his, and a man af 

uncommon knowledge and exemplary 
piety. it ſtruck him that he might 
gain the worthy Abbot's advice, 
without informing him of the cireum- 
ſtances, by ſtating a ſimilar caſe, as 

the ſituation of a friend of has: with a 

lady. _ 

The Abbat heard with attention, \ 
and replied-with earneſtneſs. Vour 
friend has acted wrong, very wrong. 
Ane really a man af con 

C2 ſcience, 
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Abe; and heſitate a moment, whe- 
ther he ſhall perſiſt in it? As 4 mini- 
ſter of the ſanctuary, I muſt ſay, his 
eternal proſpects will make the loſs 
even of a right eye, which he muſt 
Pluck out, his gain: but were I, as a 
man of prudence and virtue; merely 
to regard his views in this life, if he 
would conſult the peace of his mind, 
and the comfort of his future days, 
he muſt break without delay theſe ſin- 
ful bands. There can be no com- 
promiſe nor procraſtination. The 
man that heſitates, where the path 
of duty is ſo plain, muſt be undone. 
_ ihe Chamberlain concurred with 
Lid in ſentiment, and profeſſed him- 
elf happy to find the advice, which 
he had given his friend, concurred in 

* nn with the Abbot's opinion. 
When the Abbot fetired, Nareſkin 
fat himſelf fixed in his reſolution to 


break this connection, whate ver mi ight 
12 SD, 
| 142 11 wo | | © ; 


ww 


begin it he hardly knew. He deter- 
mined once, that he would take the 


firſt opportunity to acknowledge to 


the Czarina herſelf, the truth which 
honour and conſcience dictated. But 


his heart failed him; the part he had 
acted, confounded him; ſhame ſtop- 


ped his mouth. He reſolved at laſt 


to pretend ſickneſs, though the agi- 


tation of his mind had ſo affected 
him, that it was not far from a reali- 
ty. He confined himſelf to his cham- 
ber; the Czarina ſent the moſt ob- 
ging enquiries. He ſeemed to fear 
a decline; ſubmitted to the diſcipline 


of medicine, and, by his complaints, 


drew in his phyſician. to adviſe 


change of air and the country, as ne- 


ceſſary for his recovery. The leave 


of abſence, which was pleaded as ef. 
ſential to his reſtoration, was readily. 


granted, and a covered litter conveyed 
2 IR him, 
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be the conſequente: though how to 


— 
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him}, as an invalid, to his own villa, 

not very diſtant from the capital. 
He there inſtantly felt a part of 
the burden, under which he labour- 
ed, relieved by this diſtance from the 
court, and a thouſand times wiſhed 
he might never return to it again. 
Tpbe miſery he had endured in the 
midſt of greatneſs, made him loath 
that ſcene, and long for ſome more 

fubſtantiaF enjoyment. 
Not far diſtant from his villa, was 
the caſtle of the Knez Demidoff. He 
had an only daughter, who, though 
not à beauty, was poſſeſſed of a bril. 
Hancy of features, that could not 
fail to charm. Her mind highly cul. 
_ tivated, her manner ſoft and en- 
gaging, and endned with the moſt 
png. ſenſibility. 

They were no ſooner informed of 
the Chamberlain's indiſpoſition, than 
they ſent to enquire after his health, 
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and if their company would not be 
troubleſome; they would call upon 
him. He politely thanked them for 
their obliging offer, and expreſſed 
how much pleaſure it works give him 
to receive them. ol 
They failed not the next 1 8 to 
cal upon him. They found him to 
appearance an invalid, though cops - 
leſcent: and he receiyed them with 
great cordiality. They had been 
acquainted formerly, but fince Nare- 
fcin had taken up his refidence at 
court, their intercourſe with each 

other had been interrupted. - | 
Demidoff had been ordered to re- 
tire to his own ſeat in the country, on 
account of his known attachment to 
the family of Demetrino, whom the 
preſent Czar had dethroned, ſuch re- 
volutions in Ruſſia being frequent; 
and though, for many years, his con- 
duet 0 been unexceptionable and 
2 C 4 1 


ſtanding of Camilla. Their viſits 


. 1 | - \ 
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peaceable, he continued {till in dif- 
grace, an exile from court. Having 
loft his lady ſome years, his daughter 
had been his care and ſolace. He 
had endeavoured to improve her per- 
ſon and underſtanding by the beſt 
maſters he could procure; and to im- 
| preſs. ber heart with the love of vir- 
tue, indulcated moſt n by 
Kisomm exemplary conduc. 2019: 
Nareſkin was happy in me eg ſo 
. a neighbour, and charmed 
with the manners, perfon, and under- | 


were repeated; and Nareſkin was ſoon - 
able to return them. Everytime they 
met, he parted with reluctance; and 
felt in converſe with Camilla, a mo- 
mentary reſpite from the miſery which 
he yet carried about him. It was not 

long before he, diſcovered the deep 
| 2 ſhe had taken of his heart; 
and though he apprehended the ſtorm 
| 91689 94 - 292 4 Va which 
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which. was gathering over him, he de- 
termined, at all events, to join his 
deſtiny to hers, if Camilla's heart was 
to be won, and Demidoff conſenting. 

She was a proficient in muſic; and 
he often took delight, when at her 
houſe, to ſtand over her, as ſhe play- 
ed. Her father had gone out on ſome 
buſineſs, and Nareſkin requeſted her 
to ſit. down, and favour him with a. 
ſong. She felt. pleaſure in obliging 
kim; and, laying her book on the 
deſk, he opened it on the kane 
air: 
Melted wy the 190 ray, 

See the ſnow diſſolves away, 
Life returns, the valleys ſing 

Welcome the reviving ſpring. 
Still beneath, a frozen ſky,” a 

Muſt unhappy Corral lie. 

Shine, fair Orra, on his heart, 

Big. the . of death . 

* nee Orra 
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Orra heard the lover's pray'r, 
 Smil'd, and bid him not deſpair. 
She roſe, when ſhe had finiſhed the 
air, and laid by her lute. Nareſkin 
approached her with timidity ; and 
taking her hand—And were I Corral, - 
faid he, and you fair Orra, might I 

hope for a like gracious ſmile ? ' 

Fye, Nareſkin, ſaid Camilla, 3 
ed with blaſhes, you know a daugh- 
ter's ſmiles ſhould only follow her 
parent's approbation. Then, gently 
drawing away her hand, ſhe retired 
in evident confuſion, not diſplea- 


ſure, as if to avoid a farther expla- 


nation. 

As Camilla's ber appeared not 
unfavourable to his wiſhes, and he 

could not but highly approve the pro- 

priety of her obſervation and conduct, 

he determined, without delay, to 

break the matter to her father. He 


enquired for him, and hearing he was 


in 
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in his ſtudy, he tapped at the door, 
andentering with ſome embarraſſment 
in his countenance, he drew his chair 
to the deſk, where Demidoff was 
| ſeated, and after a ſhort ſilence, my 
friend, ſaid he; I have an affair to 
communicate to you, that nearly in- 
tereſts my future life, and in which 
you too are much concerned. It is 
impoſſible not to feel the excellencies 
of Camilla, and to aſpire after a heart, 
formed to confer happineſs on the 
poſſeſſor of it. You know my ſitu- 
ation in life, that in the goods of for- 
tune I am affluent: and may I not 
hope to gain your. credence, that it 
would be the ſtudy of my life to con- 
tribute to her felicity. 

Nareſkin, replied the Knez, you do 
me honour in the alliance you pro- 
poſe. For my own part, it is impoſ- 
ſible I ſhould object to it: but it has 
ever been 10 judgment, that though 

3p a daughter 
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a daughter ſhould. not diſpoſe of "OL 
_ ſelf without her parents approbation, 
yet, in a matter on which all her future 
comfort muſt | depend, ſhe ſhould be 
under no command in her choice, and 
be allay ed to judge what will contri- 
baute to her real happineſs. Camilla 

has ever been the moſt dutiful of chil 
dren, and deſerves every indulgence: 
my { conſent muſt therefore depend 
on her inclinations; which; if they 
are found as favourable to you as mx 
wiſhes,” en difficultics will, not be 
Fran £007 141 <7 36, 
10:But, Nareſkin, added l 1 foreſve | 
- Others, to which, perhaps, ybur af- 
fection blinds you; and as your 
friend, I ſhould be unfaithful not to 
remind you of. Vou know, however 
Uttle cauſe there be for ſufpicion, that 
4 am;iregarded; with a jealous eye as 
inimical to the Car, and attached to 
Abe dethroned family : ſuch a connec- 


tion, 
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tion, may perhaps? do you much diſ- 
ſeruice at court, and greatly impede 
you advancement to thoſe honours» - 
which your abilities and merit cannot: 
fail to procure. 
Thelhigheſt bonbur I Ae PO 
ſxid-Nareſkin,/ is to call Camilla mine. 
A court hath nothing to give me, that 
could ſtand one moment in competi- 
tion with her love and your friend- 
ſhip. Beſides, your unexceptionable 
conduct in your retirement, ought 
ere this to have diſarmed reſentment, 
and perhaps my intereſt may reſtore 
vou to tlie Czar's favour; if not, I 
fee no juſt cauſe why my choice 
ſhould expoſe me to his diſpleaſure, 
who have ever ſerved him with un- 
impeached fidelity. | 
But, ſaid Demidoff, you 10 Bas 
ron, the malignant air of a court: 
how often the moſt innocent actions 
are miſrepreſented. However, if 
your 
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your determination is fixed, you have 
my free conſent. to ſound Camilla's 
inclinations, and try to ſecure a 7 
in her affections. 

He had ſcarce finiſhed, when Ca- 
milla tapped at the door, and enter- 
ing, would have retired ' inſtantly, 
blufhing on feeing Nareſkin with her 
father: but he called her back. 
Pray, Camilla, faid he, what | is r 
errand ? 34; 

The e e her the 
more, as the intention of her coming 
was to communicate to her father, 
the particular notice which the Baron 
had juſt taken of her, and to afk his 
direction. She heſitated. Nareſkin 
wiſhed to relieve her from the confu- 
ſion he ſaw, and taking up the con- 

verſation, addreſſed himſelf to Demi- 
doff. Camilla, ſaid he, cannot have 
paſſed unnoticed the particular atten- 


tions of my heart; may I hope, ſhe 
will 
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will not be diſpleaſed with the friend- 
ſhip you are pleaſed to'ſhew me, in 
allowing me to avow my attach- 
ment. "of 

She looked at ber father with a ti- 
mid ſufperice, as if ſhe wiſhed him to 
fave her the reply. Well, ſays De- 
midoff, ſmiling, I ſee the matter is in 
a fair train; and taking Camilla's 
hand, which Nareſkin received from 
him with tranſport, I wiſh, faid the 
Knez, I could as ſurely Neue the 
happineſs of your future days, as 1 
feel the ſatisfaction of the preſent. 
Then turning to the door, he left 
them a while, to finiſh that pleaſing 
explanation, where he knew his _ 
ſence muſt be a reſtraint. 

From that day the Knez regarded 
him as his ſon, and Camilla, avowing 
to her father, that the Baron was far 
from indifferent to her, nothing feem- 
ed neceſſary to complete their union, 

but 
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but the proper ſettlements, and the . 


ſarerdotal benediction. t a 
Io months were elapſed fince the 


Chamberlain had retired from court. 


He was unable f longer to pretend in- 


muſt be neceſſarily required. He 


felt his heart revolted. at the thought 


ef quitting Camilla. He trembled at 
the · idea of returning to the Czarina. 


os he could not delay, beyond ano- 


ther month, his appearance at court, 


be: was very, anxious that the indiſſo- 
luble knot might be tied before his 


departure; whilſt Demidoff rather 


thought, the matter had better not 
immediately. be made public, but that, 


Nareſkin ſhould firſt ſound how it 
would: be reliſhed by the Czar, and 


endeavour. to engage bis favourable 


opinion of them. However, as-Nare; 


{kin- exceedingly urged the union, and 
Famill: felt reluctant now to part 
with 
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with him, at leaſt till under the ſacred 
bond, Demidoff conſented they n 
be married privately. 7 
A month fled as a FAR Pho un- 
welcome hour arriyed. Nareikin 
muſt go. Camilla wept. He cheer- 
ed her with the tendereſt attentions, 
and bid her, hope, either ſoon to ſee 
him there, or to follow him with her 
father to Moſcow. The diſtance 
was not W 1 would hear of * 
every poſl. to 2hipa nor: Nigttw 
Nareſkin, the day after his «umn; 
1 n his offiqe with a counte- 
nance of health. He waited on the 
Carina He perceived a cloud cover 
her brow, which her forced complai- 
ſance could not conceal. The ru- 
mour of his attachment had fled before 
him to the court, where news, true. 
or falſe, is ſure to meet a ready re- 
ception. It had reached the .Czari- 
ür itt do val; Ban nas 


I ſpeak the truth. I have engage- 
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na's jealous car, ad . her to the 
Keats! | |: 
AIs it was impoſſible, PRs what had 
paffed, to avoid an ecclaireifement on 
the fubjet, he prepared for the irk- 
fome taſk, and determined to avow 
what he had done, he avoided not an 
occafion that called. vim to attend the 
Czarina. 
- She was walking in the great gal 
lery, and bidding him follow her, 
- whilſt her maids, of honour were at a 
diſtance, Nareſkin, faid ſhe, is it poſ- 
fible the report Lhear ſhould have any 
foundation, that Demidoff 's daughter 
has feduced you? a man ſo obnogh, 
ous, and a creature fo inferior ! 
- Your Majefty, ſays he, will expe& 


ments with her which death only can 
diſſoxe. 

_ - Her eyes flaſhed with fry and in- 

2 And dare you, ſaid ſhe, 


wre teh, 
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wretch, avow it? what an idiot was 1 
to deign to laviſh: my regards on fo . 
baſe a being! I deſerve the contempt 
WW with which I am treated. She was 
proceeding but inſtantly checked 
her rage, and with a look, that be- 
ſpoke the ſettled revenge of her heart? 
ungratefulleſt of human beings, ſaid 
ſhe, J deſpiſe thy meanneſs, andwill 
puniſh thy perfidy. And turning 
ſhort, ſhe haſted to her apartment; 
leaving him confounded and 9 
without ability to reply. | 
He returned agitated with reflec- 
tions, He knew the implacable re 
ſentment he had provoked; and, he 
prepared to meet his fate, whatever 
it might be, by feeling ſome confo- 
lation, in the diſſolution of ſuch an 
unhallowed connection, whatever ef. 
fects might flow from it. His conſci- 
ence was more at eaſe, and his heart 
relieved 


44 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES: 


relieved from a burden which." had 
ny oppreſſed him 
His office. obliged! him daily 1 to at- 
tend the Czarina. He was reccived 
apparently as uſual. By degrees a 
- greater diſtance taok place. It was 
perceived his favour was in the wane. 
The envy and ambition of his ſecret 
enemies ſeized the occaſion. Every 
hand is ready at a court to thurſt 
down the falling favourite. | 
The Chancellor Dolgornki had ſeen 
the growing greatneſs of Nareſkin 
with particular jealouſy. He was a 
man of boundleſs ambition, and inſa- 
tiable rapacity. A large domain, 
which he poſſeſſed, was interſected 
by the eſtate of the Chamberlain, and 
as he had coveted to poſſeſs it, he 
had formerly made propoſals to pur- 
chaſe, though at an undervaluation, 
What my grandfather withed not to 
| part with for any conſideration, as 
being 
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being the inheritance of his anceſtors. 
When he appeared a riſing courtier, 
none careſſed him with: greater pro- 
feſſions of friendſnip than the Chan- 
cellor. But the crafty ſaw through 
the veil; aſſured, that no man would 
feel more pleaſure on his fall than 
Dolgornki. On him therefore the 
Czarina fixed, as the inſtrument of 
her vengeance ; wiſhing not to apl 
pear herſelf as beneath her dignity. 

Dolgoraki, ſaid fhe, one day, it 
grieves me to entertain thoſe ſuſpi 
cions of my Chamberlain, which his 
conduct renders unavoidable. The 
connection of Nareſkin with Demi- 
doff's daughter, appears to me dan- 
gerous: and, if he be ſecretly gained 
by the male- contents, it would be 
highly impolitic to afford him the op- 
portunities of doing miſchief, with 
which his high office at court might 
furniſh him. I know your zeal for 
Ae . every 
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every thing, which concerns the 
Cxar's ſafety, and my friendſhip for 
you, engages me to give you this 
hint, that the merit of the ſervice 
may be yours: which the Czar, I 
am an will not leave unre- 
warded. | 
Ide ehen ſeired the occa 
ſon with tranſport; and thanking 
her Majeſty for this fignal inſtance 
of her friendſhip, aſſured her, it 
ſhould. be his immediate care, to pre- 
vent any conſequences, that might 
be apprehended from the Chamber: 
lain's diſloyalty. W's 
le was mo. ſooner alone than he 
eee eee how to turn this 
matter to his own advantage. He 
had long caſt an evil eye on the ter- 
ritory of Nareſkin, and this ſeemed a 
favourable opportunity to ſieze the 
prey. If he could but raiſe ſuſpicions 
— the Czar, and engage 
p XL him 
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him to ſend Nareſkih into baniſhment; 


his eſtates would be either confiſca- 
tod, or, if fold, would come to him 


probably an eaſy purchaſe. 


Dolxornki took occaſion the firſt 


opportunity he had of being with the 
Czar, to introduce Demidoff, and 
the reputed diſaffected party, with 


which he was ſaid to be connected, 


ber, of a man, the aft he ſhould have 
ſuſpected in the empire, as being ſo 
highly honoured 0 his W _ 


the Czarma. 
The Czar ent at * idea: It £ 
was a very tender part, knowing how- 


he had mounted the throne. He bid 


him immediately name the perſon, 


and the grounds of his ſuſpicion. 


The Chancellor ſaid, jealouſy for 
his royal maſter, would not ſuffer 
| him to be filent, or conceal his dear- 


. eſt 


and, (ſaid, he was ſorry to hear there 
was lately an acceſſion to their num- 


* 
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eſt friend, hen his Majeſty's weardl! 
Antereſts might ſuffer. 'The Chamber. 
lain Nareſkin, was ſaid to have cloſe- 
ly connected himſelf with the diſaf- 
fected; and, as a ſeal of their union, 
had contracted himſelf to the daugh- 
ter of Demidoff, a leader of the fac- 
tion, he hoped the Czar would par- 
don him, if he erred, as ſolicitude 
for his ſafety alone, prompted him to 
give this intelligence; and, as the 
Chämberlain was the Czarina's im- 
mediate attendant, and ſo highly ho- 
noured by them both, he wifhed 
that her Majeſty might be eg 
on the ſubject. 
The Czar, who rehder! y Danes the 
afin, and was greatly influenced 
0 by: her, was unwilling haſtily to diſ- 
grace an officer of | her's, and one 
who had been always reſpected. He 
therefore mentioned to her the in- 
telli OO which Dolgornki had com- 
2 | municated, 
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municated, and wiſhed to know her 
opinion on the matter. 

She ſaid, It grieved her to enter- 
tain ſaſpicions of one, who had beha- 


ved ſo well; but that the facts, taken 


together, appeared very dark. That 
Nareſkin, under plea of ill health, 
which had been fince found to be a 
mere pretence, had retired from court 
with -her leave for ſome months: 
How he had employed the time, ſhe 
knew not; but that it was ſtrongly 
reported, he had connected himſelf 
with the malcontents, and bound him- 
ſelf to them, by a contract with De- 
midoff's daughter. She ſhould be 
ſorry to have the Chamberlain diſ- 
graced ; but that, if the Czar thought 
it a right meaſure, to prevent the poſ- 
ſibility of any ill conſequences enſu- 
ing, he would uſe his own wiſdom 

and authority, as ſhe never wiſhed to 


ſcreen an officer of her houſhold, who 
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ſhould incur his diſpleaſure. No man 
had greater zeal for his perſon and 
government, than Dolgoruki ; and 


none would give him more unpreju- 


diſed advice. 
The Czarina well ng if Mans: 
flini's fate was put into Dolgoruki's 
hands, he had little to hope for. 
The Chamberlain, who was igno- 
rant of the plan laid to diſgrace him, 
and had for a month met with no 
particular diſreſpe& from the Czari- 
na, whoſe face wore her accuſtomed 


— miles, thought it highly proper to 


inform the Czar of his marriage, and 
_"efideavour to reſtore the exiled Demi- 
doff to his favour. He ſolicited an 
audience, and was appointed to attend 
his Majeſty the following day. 
Dolgoruki was with the Czar when 
the Chamberlain arrived ; and he flat- 
tered himſelf, that from the Chancel- 
wr” 8 6 had made him the 
| deepeſt 
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deepeſt profeſſions of ſerving him to 
the uttermoſt, he ſhould r eme 
Demidoff's recall. 

He had 3 in conf 
dence to the Chancellor, his inten- 
tions of ſoliciting the Czar on the 
ſubject, and hoped he was now facis 
litating that meaſure. But the up- 
rightneſs of his own heart, hid from 
him the ny of n courtier- 
friend. | 
Dolgoruki had been ee by 
the Czar, to adviſe what meaſures 
were prudent to be taken in this af 


fair. He pretended to be exceeding 


ſorry. for his friend Nareſkin. No- 
thing, {aid he, poſitively criminal hath 
appeared againſt him.—Beſides, he 
added, it became a monarch like his 
Majeſty, to extend his clemency to 
the undeſerving—if the tyger's teeth 
were drawn, and his claws pared, it 
effectually prevented him from doing 

4 * '7 miſchief, 
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_ miſchief; | What he had to propoſe, 
' would at the ſame time cut off all poſ- 
ſibility of harm to the peace of the 
Kingdom, and ultimately promote its 
real benefit. To make ſettlements 
in Siberia, was of the higheſt impor- 
tance; to ſecure the country to the 
Ruflian government, and render it 
profitable. Fixed deep in that wil- 
derneſs, near ſome fortreſs, Nareſkin 
could not poſſibly do harm. His ad- 
vice, therefore; was, that he ſhould 
be- arreſted on -ſuſpicion, and, as a 
matter of favour, afterwards indulged 
with carrying along with him, into 
any ſecure place of exile, the boors 
from hiseſtates :—that hislands ſhould 
be forfeited to the crown, and a ſum 
advanced from the treaſury of Tobol- 
Ki, to provide neceſſaries for the in- 
fant ſettlement ;—and- that it ſhould 
be death for Nareſkin to be found 
> _ without 
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without the limits of the nn ak 
lotted to him. 

The Czar, politic as jealous of his 
enemies deſigns, cordially approved 
the advice, and gave Dolgoruki his 
warrant, to arreſt Nareſkin as he 1 re: 
tired from the preſence. 
Dolgoruki being diſmiſſed, Nare- 
kin-was admitted to the Czar. He 
apologized for the liberty he had ta- 
ken.—He had often experienced his 
Majeſty's kindneſs and favour, and it 
emboldened him to preſent a freſh 
requeſt; the grant of which, he ho- 
ped his Majeſty would never have 
cauſe to regret. It reſpected partly 
himſelf, partly a worthy man, Who, 
moſt undeſervedly, had long lain un- 
der ſuſpicion and diſgrace. The 
Knez Demidoff had requeſted him, 
when be ſpent the autumn in the 
country for his health, to become his 
advocate, that he might be reſtored 
2 il D 3 to 
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to his Majeſty's preſence ; and would 


count himſelf happy to ſpend his life 


in defence of his perſon and govern- 
ment. Nareſkin added, that he was 


the more induced to comply with 
this requeſt, as the amiable daughter 


of Demidof had engaged his heart 


and hand, in which union he hoped 


he ſhould find his Majeſty's approba- 


tion, as the Knez effectually thereby 


ſeparated himſelf from the party, 


which he had been formerly connect- 


ed with, and had ſettled all his for- 
tune on his daughter. He pledged 


himſelf, therefore, for his fidelity. 


The Czar heard him attentively, 


15 and with emotion. Dolgoruki, ſaid 
he, has ſpoken to me on this ſubject: 
I have given him my orders . er- 


ing At. 17199. — 
Nareſkin . * de 


Aug; but that the Chancellor had 


ſucceeded for him, and wiſhed to 
& eh have | 
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have the merit of communicating to 
him the Czar's favour. 

- But how great was his aſtoniſls 
ment, when haſting- impatiently to 
meet Dolgoruki, he heard him utter, 
« Nareſkin, by the Czar's orders, I 
arreſt you, as guilty of high trea- 
ſon.” 

Treaſon! cried Nareſkin, God or- 
bid. The idea of it never entered 
my heart. The officers of juſlice 
were ready; they ſeized and led him 
to the caſtle. | 
The news ſoon fled from the court 
to the country. Demidoff was in- 
formed of his ſon's diſgrace, and was 
deeply afflicted. Camilla, from whom 
he thought it not fit to conceal the 
calamity, was inconſolable. 
Nareſkin remained in ſtrict con- 
finement. He felt from whoſe quiver 
this arrow had been drawn. The 
conſciouſneſs of his innocence of 
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every crime, that could be laid to his 
charge availed him little ; he knew 
the might and malignity of his ene- 
mies, and had every thing to appre- 
hend from a woman of the Czarina's 
diabolical ſpirit. But his own ſitua- 
tion affected him, not more than the 
apprehenſions of the effect which the 
tidings muſt have on his dear Camilla, 
and her father. However he enjoy- 
ed one comfort which ſupported him 
in this hour of calamity. It was bet- 
ter to ſuffer than to ſin. And he 
looked up to Gov, to over-rule for 
good the devices of his enemies. 
The hours of ſuſpence are always 
tedious; but where life itſelf ſtands 
in doubt, how awful are the moments! 
wiſhing to know his fate, yet dread- 


ing to be reſolved; Nareſkin paſſed 


5 viſions. | 


a week without a viſitant, but the ſi- 
5 lent jailor who brought him his pro- 


On 
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On the eight morning, his priſon; 
door opened, and an officer addreſſed 
him. Sir, I am ordered by the Czar: 
to attend you to your place of exile; 
my eſcort waits; it will be my plea- 
ſure, as far as my power extends, to 
ſoften the rigour of your fate, and at+ 
ford you every accommodation in 
the journey. ' 5 
Nareſkin bowed with Kae hint: 
Jam ready, ſaid he, to obey: the Czar's 
orders. And though I am not conſci- 
ous I have offended; yet conſidering 
the miſrepreſentations of my enemies, 
Lam perſuaded J am indebted to his 
clemency. May I'afk by what road 
we travel, and whether I am permit: 
ted to write to any of my friends? 


I have no order, Sir, to prevent 


you ſaid the officer. Your route lies 
through your own eſtate, where you 
are to halt a few days, to make pre- 
Fan for the removal of all your 

8 95 peaſants, 
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peaſants, who are to attend you. You | 
are to land at the fort of Dolonſka, 
and fix on a fettlement any where 
within ten miles of the garriſon; from 
which you are not to remove on pain 
of death. The neceſſaries will be 
provided to ſupport you for a year, 
and I cordially wiſh, you may find 
Siberia a more agreeable abode, than 
the preſent unfavourable aſpect of 
your affairs may lead you to appre- 
* 'To one that dreaded a ſeverer fate, 
however innocent,” the indulgence 
given him appeared a favour, not · 
withſtanding the loſs of all beſides. 
But his heart felt inexpreſſible bitter- 
neſs at the idea of Camilla's ſuffer- 

ings. He had entire confidence 
in her affection, that ſhe would not 
deſert him; yet to leave her father 
bereaved, muſt be agonizing; and 
much. —_— diſtreſs, and difhcul- 
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ties were before him, with which 
ſhe had been little uſed to - ſtruggle. 
He begged to know if he might diſ- 
patch a line before him. It muſt be 
open, ſaid the officer. It will con- 
tain no ſecrets, replied Nareſkin, but 
to prepare the moſt excellent of her 
ſex for the ſhock, which my abrupt 
appearance mult give her. | 
They proceeded. with the FEY 
The next day brought them in ſight 
of the Villa. Camilla was at the gate. 
She flew to meet her huſband, and 
fainted in his arms. Sorrow had fill- 
ed her cup to the brim. Vexation 
and grief had brought on her father 
a fit of the gout, to which he was 
ſubje&, and fixing on his. head and 
ſtomach it had carried him off the 
preceding day. 

_ He died in the true ſpirit of Chri- 
ſtianity, commending his ſoul into 
the hands of his Saviour; forgiving 

. unſeignedly 
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unfeignedly the authors of their ſuf. 
- ferings, and exhorting Camilla to ap- 


prove her unchangeable fidelity to her 


huſband, and to patient and chearful 
reſignation to the hand of Gop, whoſe 
providential diſpenſations are all righ- 


- teous and juſt, and ultimately work 


together for good to thoſe that love 
him. 

n received this aiding | 
news from Camilla, when ſhe reco- 
vered, as her ſobs and tears permit- 
ted utterance. He preſſed her to his 
boſom, bid her hope to find in him, a 
father and a huſband; and while he 


ſmared with her the inexpreſſible loſs, 


x encouraged her to bear up under the 
load, looking to him for help, who 
having laid this burden on them, 
could alone enable them to ſupport it 
with Chriſtian fortitude and humble 
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His words were balmy to her heart. 
He kiſſed away the tear that ſtarted 
from her eye; and, though his heart 
agonized with ſorrow, he ſuppreſſed 
the feeling of his own anguiſh, that 
he might not aggravate hers. 

By the death of Demidoff, his 
eſtate became veſted in my grand- 
father, and ſunk with his own into 
the greedy jaws of that baſe, and in- 
ſatiable wretch the Chancellor. As 
they were confiſcated to the crown, 
the Czar, at the Czarina's requeſt, 
granted them to Dolgoruki, as the re- 
ward of his zeal and fidelity, though 
in fact the wages of bis perfidy and 
hypocriſy. 7 

Let no man wonder at the imagin- 
ed injuſtice of providence. This is 
not the world of judgment. The 
heirs of glory are trained up in the 
ſchool of adverſity. - | 

5 When 
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When Nareſkin had paid his laſt 


duty unto the worthy Knez by at- 


tending his corps to the grave, amidſt 


the unfeigned tears of the peaſants, 


by whom he was greatly beloved ; 
the officer, in whoſe cuſtody he was, 


urged him to prepare for his depar- 
ture, as his ſtay was limited to a 
week, and the wretch Dolgoruki im- 
e to be in poſſeſſion. 

My grandfather was allowed to 
take with him, whatever was port- 


able and uſeful for his future ſettle- 
ment; which, though the ſmalleſt 
part of his poſſeſſions, was in his cir- 


cumſtances very deſirable. The barks 


. - were prepared to carry them down 
the Occa, as far as the Rama, from 
whence they were to be conveyed to 


Tobolſki by land, and thence up the 


Ixtiſh to the fort of Dolonſka. The 


Governor of Siberia having orders 


to ſupply them with beaſts, tools, in- 


ſtruments 


— 


ſtruments of huſbandry, and grain, 
till they had reaped a harveſt _ 
cient for their proviſion. 
Camilla, after the - firſt burſt of 
agony was over, ſupported her ſitua- 
tion with heroic reſolution. She 
became the comforter of her huſband, 
and ſtrove by every tender endear- 
ment to alleviate his ſorrows. Her 
noble heart, in the midſt of abun- 
dance, had ever ſat looſe to the ſordid 
conſiderations of intereſt; and the 
accounts, which her father had given 
her of courts, made her glad that her 
lot ſhould not be caſt there. She 
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had a natural fund of good ſpirits, | 


and that cheerfulneſs of temper which 
turned from the painful ideas, that 

would ariſe to the real comforts which 
remained. She had Nareſſein, and 
but for bis ſake, ſhe ſcarce wiſhed | 


for more, - eequt Buss 
a | T * The 


64 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 
The peaſants adored their maſter. 
He bad treated them with tenderneſs 
and humanityʒ nor ſuffered his ſtewards 
to harraſs or opprefs them. They 
vould have chearfully followed him to 
the end of the earth. It was indeed 
unpleaſant to them to quit their native 
cottages; and the ſcenes endeared to 
them from their youth up; but there 
was ſcarce a man who did not feel 
his own grief ſwallowed up, in con- 
eern for their noble patron; of whoſe 
innocence they were fully convinced, 
and whoſe loſes they bitterly regret 
ted: reduced from magnificence, to 
ſeek his. bread in an uncultivated wil- 
derneſs. They aſſembled round him. 
The old peaſants wept aloud. All af- 
ſured him, wherever their habitation 
ſhould be fixed, he ſhould. want no- 
thing that their moſt e ben 
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The appointed morning came. They 
embarked in the ſhallops provided for 
them. A tear ſtole down the chèek 
of Nareſkin, as he turned his back on 
that endeared abode, which he muſt 
henceforth ſee no more. Camilla 
leaned. on his arm. She ſaw his an- 
guiſn. Her own heart felt an equal 
ſhare, But ſhe was ſupported beyond 
hope. 

Nareſkin, | ſaid OY all is well: 
Think-from what ſnares you eſcape. 
Vour enemies will be far from you in 
Siberia. And I am with you. My 
Ilite ſhall be employed to make you 
forget your ſufferings. Who knows 
the bleſſings of the abode, which pro- 
vidence hath allotted to us? but what- 
ever awaits us, you are a Chriſtian, to 
repine is to rebel againſt the divine 
government. 

He felt the force of her arguments, 


lifted up the hand that was on his, 


arm 
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arm to his lips, and impreſſing on it 
a fervent kiſs, my dear Camilla, ſaid 
he, I am a man, and feel the infirmi- 
ty of my nature; but with thee, my 
good angel, I ſhall be more than man, 
and learn to ſmile at grief. May the 
preſence of him, who led his people 
through the wilderneſs of old, go with 
us, and then the banks of the Irtiſh 
ſhall be as Canaan. 

' His countenance WTRneY He 
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| ſuppreſſed the paſſion that was riſing, Ml 1 


A placid reſignation ſucceeded. He iſ 
remembered the Czarina, and was iſ 


thankful ſo vaſt a diſtance would ſepa 
rate them. He ſtepped forward with 
alacrity, and entering the bark with 
a pleaſing compofure, committed him- 
ſelf, and all his concerns, to the . 
Preſerver of men. 


They were carried ſwiftly down 


the ſtream into the Volga, but aſcend- 


ed the Rama with · greater difficulty. 
£173 It 
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It was more than a month before they 
reached Tobolſki, where they halted 
ſome days, in order to prepare for a 
freſh embarkation; as they were now 
to be furniſhed wit all the neceſſaries 
for the ſettlement appointed them in 
Siberia. They were entertained with 
great humanity by the governor. 
Their fate excited pity, and as it was 
generally underſtood to be the effect 
of court intrigue, none regarded 


MW Narefkin as a criminal. 


Some months elapſed before they 
| ould reach Dolonſka, the place of 
their deſtination. The oſſicers of the 
garriſon received the unfortunate 
| exiles with much politeneſs. As the 
autumn was far advanced, a party of 
the garriſon was ordered to aſſiſt the 
peaſants, in erecting the neceſſary 
huts for their winter abode, and 
making proviſion of fewel againſt that 
inclement ſeaſon, which even here 
M1908 | in 
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in this ſouthern nen is en 


* ſeuere !: 5.175098 
My iiber, ith his + 
immediately went to view 
the country, and fix upon the ſpot 
of their future reſidence; as all was 
unoccupied for hundreds of leagues 
around, except by occaſional viſits 
of the roaming hords of Tartars. 
They had paſſed the voyage in thoſe 
proper reflections and converſe, which 
had reconciled them to their fate. 
heir hearts were wrapped up in each 
other. They reſolved in ſpite of 
their enemies to be. happy, and pot 
ſedſſed the means for it moſt abundant- 
y. Their mutual love was a perpe- 
tual enjoyment; and even all the real 
comforts of life were here within their 
reach. Ihe country was beautiful 
ant fertile: a little culture would 
amply ſupply their wants. They 
* not expect their former magni- 
Os ; licence, 
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ficence; and muſt be content with leſs 
intercourſe with the world: the latter 
ſeemed no great hardſhip, and the 

former, they felt not at all nn 
to their comfort. 

The ſpot herb we now are, rack 
18 with its grandeur and beauty; 
and they reſolved to fix in this we 
their future abode. - 

The whole of this elevation: was 
then covered with wood: they clear- 
ed the [pace you ſee around us; and 
with the oak they felled, erected the 
houſe where we reſide, and the huts 
for the peaſants below. Indeed at 
firſt only a part of it was built. The 
wings and colonades which join them 
to the centre, were afterwards added. 
The Czarina doubted not but exile, 
_ diſgrace, and want, would embitter 
the days of Nareſkin, and make him 
curſe his fooliſn connection; and that 
this TOE puniſkmear. to him, 
ED would 
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would be the ſevereſt vengeance ſhe - 


could inflict, She enjoyed the malig- 
nant pleaſure of having made him as 


vretchedneſs, confident that their ſuf- 
ferings would cool their ardour, and 
their diſtreſſes, as is often the caſe, 
iſſue i in mutual upbraidings : but the 
was miſtaken. 

-; Nareſkin's heart had been benefited 
by his afflictions ; his mind grew 


more ſerious than the air of a court 


can well admit. He looked beyond 


the grave, which he had ſeldom 
thought of before; and poſſeſſing in 
Camilla every enjoyment of the moſt _ 


endeared ſociety, he reſolved: to em- 
ploy himſelf in the cultivation of the 


wild around him, and as the father of 
the great family which attended him, 


to lay out himſelf for their good. 
He was alſo delighted with the pro- 


ſped c of Cs a parent in a {till 
tenderer 


miſerable as human being could be; 


and of having involved her rival in his 


* a. EE OL EY — 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES 71 


tenderer. connection. Camilla had 
proved pregnant, and my father came 
into the world the firſt native Ruſ- 
ſian in that newly planted colony. 
Her labour was ſevere, and her ac- 
commodations but indifferent. Her 
; life was in the utmoſt danger, and 
Nareſkia beyond meaſure afflicted. 
He ſcarce parted from her bed-ſide 
night or day: but youth and a good 
conſtitution overcame the ſhock. She 
recovered by degrees,: to the inex- 


preſſible joy of my grandfather ; tho 


her frame received ſuch injury, that 
ſhe increaſed her family no more. 
You may judge the ſon was a darling, 
and ſhared the tendereſt care and at- 
tention of both: a ſource of conſtant 
amuſement, and a freſh cement of 
union and endearment. 

The winter paſſed without heavi- 
neſs; the woods afforded plenty of 
game, the rivers of fiſh ; and furniſh- 
aft... ed 
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ed at the ſame time an agreeable 
amuſement in the purſuit of them. 
The buildings advanced whenever 
the weather admitted; and Camilla 
pleaſed herſelf with the arrangement 
of her houſhold affairs, welcoming 
her dear Nareſkin with a ſmile, when 
he returned from the chace, or the 
ſurvey of his workmen, and cheering 
him with her ſprightlineſs and good 
| humour. Her lute had attended them 
into Siberia: my grandfather had 
judged it would there afford them 
amuſement 1 in their ſolitude; and, as 
he was a proficient himſelf on the 
viol di gamba, they frequently enter- 
tained themſelves with harmony. . 
I be ſpring approaching, called for 
the vigorous exertions of the peaſants, 
to prepare the ground, and make pro- 
viſion for ſucceeding years. Nare- 
kin, when he could leave his dear 
Camilla in a ſtate of convaleſcence, 
| a directed 
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directed and nnn their la- 
bours. N | a 1 884 
Camilla, as ſoon as une accom- 
panied her huſband in his walks, and 
when her little charge could diſpenſe 
with her attendance on him, ſhe de- 
lighted to hang on his arm, and to 
viſit the growing improvements, to 
which her Company: added freſh de- 
n 
The houſes of the 3 10 
ſoon rendered more comfortable a- 
gainſt another winter. His own re- 
ceived during the ſummer conſider- 
able improvement, and as he wiſhed 
to have a place for divine worſhip, 
he laid the foundation of that church, 
which you ſee yonder, the finiſhing 
of which was the work of ſeveral 
years, as their neceſſary avocations 


occaſioned frequent interrupt om of 
the building. 
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At the diſtance of half a mile from 
the ſettlement, within a grove of 
thick evergreens, an area was cleared 
and fenced for a cemetery. He re- 
ſolved that neither the church he was 
erecting, nor its environs ſhould ever 
be infected by cadaverous effluvia. 
- He deemed it not only indecent to 
make the manſion of the living Gov, 

| the receptacle of the carcaſes of the 
dead, but highly injurious to the health 
of his riſing colony, to have the air 
vitiated by putrid exhalations, and the 
very acts of prayer and praife ren- 
dered deleterious to the worſhippers. 
They had diſcovered during the 
4 that the woods abounded with 
wild bees, which lodged themſelves 
in the hollows of trees, and laid up 
there their winter ſtores, which the 
| Hears ſought with avidity and phin- 
dered. They procured. a conſider- 


able ny for uſe ; and to increaſe 
their 
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their future ſupply, they hollowed 
out a multitude of trees, and leaving 
a ſmall apperture for the entrance of 
the bees, ſtopped up the end ſo effec- 
tually that the bears could not enter. 
Ever fince there has been enough 
and to ſpare: and the wax hath proved 
a profitable export, and with the furrs 
of the wild beaſts with which the 
woods abound, furniſhed the little 
colony with exports, by the dale of 
which on the Irtiſh, a return was 
procured — to lupply their 
wants. 

In theſe placid " „ em- 
ployments, the years paſſed unob- 
ſerved, and the day never ſeemed 
too long. Beſides a viſit now and 
then from the officers of the garriſon, 
they ſaw no company, nor needed it. 
They felt in themſelves, and the little 
circle of their cares and amuſements, 


ſufficient for their happineſs. My 


E 2 father 
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father conſtituted no ſmall part of it. 


He began to ſpeak: and (trot about 
after my grandfather, and was, as you 
may ſuppoſe, the idol of the village. 
Every poſlible care was taken of his 
infant education, whilſt the examples 


before him moſt powerfully ſeconded 


the inſtructions which he received, 
and inculcated thn . of re 
virtue. 


The churet in about! four years 


was completed, and a prieſt ſent from 


Tobolſki to perform the ſacred rites. 
As my grandfather made it a point, 
-that all ſhould attend'divine ſervice 
on the Sabbath, and was ever preſent 


with his own family, the auditory 


was numerous and attentive.” The 
prieſt was not a man of letters, but 
ſeriouſly devoted to his charge. I 
am ſorry. to ſay, we have ſince 
been worſe. provided: as my father, 
in whoſe: time the firſt good paſtor 
it | died, | 
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died, was not ſo careful in his 
choice. 
When my father's infant mind 
opened for inſtruction, my grandfa- 
ther became his maſter at his hours 
of leiſure, and he entered on the ele- 
ments of ſcience; but alas! the fatal 
hour approached that was to deprive 
him of the beſt of parents. When 
he was juſt entered his thirteenth 
year, death removed the good Nare- 


{kin after a few days illneſs. Camilla 


was inconſolable for his loſs. The 
grief ſeized her heart., She lingered 
ſome months under an atrophy ; and 
went before the cloſe of the year to 

join her happy huſband, 


E 3 a TRE 
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THE | 
HISTORY OF THE NARESKIN. 
CHAPTER II. 
X father, left an orphan, was 
IVI committed to the care of an 
old and faithful ſte ward, who had 


been many years in that office. 
He was a man of ſingular integrity, 


and uncommon underſtanding, and 


managed the concerns of his young 


maſter with the greateſt diligence 
und ſucceſs. But he had loſt in his 
father the invaluable tutor, the au- 
_ thority ſweetened by paternal tender- 
. neſs, and the noble pattern he ſhould 


- imitate. Looſened from all reſtraints, 


as at his age, attention to ſtudy and 
mental improvements is uſually count- 
ed irkſome, he ſoon forgot the little 


79 
he had learat, and ſpent his time in 
the chace, and the like amuſements, 
which the country afforded. him, 
leaving the entire care of all his at 
fairs' in the hands of old Debroſki his - 
ſteward, 
Debrolki and. his unity lived in 
the houſe with my grandfather ; and 
were all in ſome truſt or office under 
him. He treated the old man with 
much reſpect; often admitted him to 
his table, and teſtified the perfect con; 
fidence, which he repoſed in him, by 
bequeathing my father and his affairs 
to his truſt, in caſe his dear Camilla 
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ſhould nat . till his ſon was of 
age. 


The eldeſt fon of Debroſki had 


died ſome time before, -and left an 
only daughter under his father's care. 
She was nearly of an age with her 
young maſter ; and Camilla who ſu- 


perintended the village ſchool, and 
E F 


- 


So . 
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acted in ſome ſort as the directreſs, 
was pleaſed with her figure and ſmart- 
(bs; and had her taught to read and 
work, intending her to be about her 
own perſon. „Au! Hy. 
Having loſt her n ſhe a- 
bode with her mother who was the 
houſe keeper. My father ſaw her 
every day. They were indulged in 
childiſh plays, and often ſported to- 
gether. They inſenſibly grew fond 
of each other, before they knew 
what love meant; and as their age 


| advanced, when a greater decorum 


was neceſſary, he continued to pay 
Hy tender attention 
It could not eſcape the mother's 
eye, that her daughter had an inte- 
reſt in her young maſter's heart. She 
admoniſhed her to be on her guard. 
The diſtance of her rank made her 
fear leaſt Nareſkin might beguile her 
into ſome diſgraceful connection; 
4 4 and 
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and ſhe was ever inculcating upon 
her, that the only portion ſhe could 


call her own, was her virtue. That 
if the Knez's intentions were honowy | 


able, he muſt eſteem, or he would 


not long be fond of her; and if they 


were not, ſhe had better ſerve with 
the moſt laboriqus-peaſant's daughter, 
than be the Hove of her maſter” 8 Pal 
ſions. 
Colume, for 3 was her name, 
aſſured her mother, ſhe would endea- 
vour to profit by her inſtructions, 
and though ſhe could not anſwer for 
the prepoſſeſſions of her heart, ſhe 
hoped ſhe ſhould pen her virtue 
untainted. | 70 

My father was now advancing to 
manhood, and felt the paſſions of 
youth. Colume had of late been 
more reſerved than uſual, and leſs 
frequently in his way. He grew im 
3 patient 
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patient at it, and chid her for with- 

| 8 herſelf from him. 

| One day, on his return from the 

nn finding her alone, he caught 


her in his arms, ſportively, now, fays 
he, I have you, my captive; will you 
ſubmit or ſtruggle? ; 
Fye, faid ſhe, Sir, how can you 
be ſo rude. Pray let me go. What 
would perſons ſay if they ſaw me 
here. I have but a ſlender portion, 
that I can call my own, and would 
ent 3 YE 
He vowed: he meant every thing 
Honourable by her, that he had loved 
her from a child, and that he could 
not live without her. Could ſhe not 
truſt him? a 
At that inſtant Debroſłi, ignorant 
that his young maſter was returned, 


opened the door. Confuſion covered 


the young couple. The ſte ward ſtart- 


ed with furprize. Is this, Sir, ſaid 
he, 
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he, the reward of my fidelity? would 
you baſely ſacrifice the comfort and 
peace of a family, that hath ſerved 
your houſe ſo many years, for the 
brutal gratification of a moment ? 
My father was quite abaſhed. He 
was conſcious he had acted wrong. It 
was not deſign, nor a habit of vice, but 
2 ſudden temptation that had hurried 
him away, He really loved Colume. 
Peace, Debroſki, ſaid he, I proteſt 
this dear creature is eſſential to my 
bappineſs, and I ſolemnly declare, I 
am this moment ready to join my 
hand with hers in indiſſoluble union. 
Colume had got looſe and was: 
fled, Debrofſki ſhook his head. My 
dear maſter, ſaid he, though I feel 
the diſgrace would be inſupportable 
of ſeeing my child your miſtreſs, 
yet I can by no means conſent to ſo 
unequal an alliance. I have hitherto 
 ferved you faithfully, and you have 
never yet had occaſion to reproach 
me, 


— 
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me.” I ſincerely mean you never ſhall. 
1 will remove Colume far hence that 
you may forget her, and J hope you 
will look out for a partner, more 
ſuited to your rank among the noble 
families, that a are ſettled or CE ab 
in Dolonſka, oy OED e 
The Knez FP not bear the idea 
of Colume's removal. Debroſki, ſays | 
be, you will make me deſperate, if 
you attempt to ſecret her. I will 
ſearch her out though at the peril of 
my life. Whom have I to pleaſe in 
my choice but myſelf? and where 
can I find an object more worthy? I 
might add, that I have obligations to 
you, that would make me proud to 
enoble your poſterity. 5 1820 
Remonſtrances were vain. The 
ſteward was perfectly upright in his 
beart. He reſiſted with real zeal 
- what he felt a diſhonour to his young 
maſter. , VOM when he faw he pre- 
1591 % + 5 ee. B 1 "vailed 


fa 
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Wen nothing, but rather irritated f 
Nareſkin to fury, he begged it as a 
favour, that he would take one year 


to conſider of the matter, and ſuffer + 


her to be abſent :- and if at the end of 
it, he perſiſted in the fame i intentions, 
he would ſubmit to his pleaſure. 
The Knez with difficulty conſented 
to ſo long a period. The ſtewird 
was importunate and prevailed: but 
under the moſt ſolemn engagements 
that no influence ſhould be employed 
with her, and that ſhe ſhould remain 
in the houſe, from which Debroſki 

had threatened to remove her.. 
As it was agreed Nareſkin ſhould 
not ſee her alone, their interviews 
were always in her grandfather's or 
mother's preſence. His affection con- 


tinued unabated. He perſiſted in his 


intentions of making her his wife, 
and having impatiently waited for the 
* e the nuptial benediction 
was 
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was pronounced * the n of the 


village. 
"My father continued r en 


fond of his lady, and all the time, 


which he could ſpare from his ſports, 
was ſpent in her company, or with 


Dis children whom he delighted in. 


She had a numerous family, and was 
an excellent mother, as far as her 
knowledge extended. They under» 
went repeated afflictions in the loſs 
of ſeveral of their. A 
fſurvived to comfort them. 

I was very young when my Saber 
Abe l his horſe, as he 
purſued a falcon, which had darted 


at his quarry. By this accident the 
care of me and his eſtate devolved on 
my aillicted mother. 5 


THE 


HISTORY OT THE NARESKIN, 


CHAPTER III. 


WAS the darling of vp aides 
ſhe could not ſpare me out of her 
ſight. I was brought up without the 
happy advantages of education. The 
want of which I now ſenſibly regret, 
when I am too old to retrieve: them. 


She was, very naturally, afraid, 1 


might, as my father had done, fix my 


regards on ſome of my own peaſants: 


and wiſhed, as ſoon as I advanced to 
manhood, to find me a partner more 


ſuited to my rank in life. The daughter 


of a colonel in the garriſon engaged 
her attention. She had no fortune. 
Her father, though nobly born, was a 

- younger 
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younger brother, and drew all his 
proviſion from the ſword he bore. 
As ſhe had, early in life, loſt her 
mother, ſhe was his peculiar care, 
and attended him in all his garriſon 
reſidences, and wherever he was, un- 
leſs in time of war, when he left her 
a while a penſioner in a monaſtery. 
Her figure was noble; it is {till ſo. 
ler features regular. And ſhe danced 
and ſung moſt agreeably. But her 
knowledge in the ſciences ſcarce ex- 
ceeded my own, though much more 
PR converſant in "0 world than Thad 
—_— 
My mother neſt her as a ;maſ 
r partner for me, and if my 
heart accorded with her wiſhes, doubt- 
_ ed not the colonel would be happy in 
ſeeing his + ings ſo well RR 
| for. 
3 We viſited them at the forts: The | 
1 e always received us with po- 
5  litenels, 


1 has 
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liteneſs. An intimacy commenced 
between us. The oftener I ſaw, the 
more I was charmed with the amiable 
daughter of Count Oſterman. My 
attentions appeared not diſagreeable 
to her. Through my mother a pro- 
poſal was made to the Colonel, and 
as his approbation was obtained witli- 
out difficulty, the dear e hows 
ſented to be mine. EE” 
Her noble father was pleaſed Is | 
pee himſelf happy in ſeeing her 
ſo comfortably ſettled; and ſaid; he 
-- ſhould now die in peace. Which in- 
deed was ſoon the caſe, as he de- 
parted; in the garriſon not more _— | 
two months after our marriage. 
The precious girl you ſaw is a 1 
oe fruit of our union, given for our 
coinfort many years after our mar- 
riage, when we almoſt deſpaired of 
ſuch a bleſſing, and you may judge 
how dear ſhe is to us both. But it 
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is a daily coneern to us, to ſee her 
noble faculties opening, without the 
ability of miniſtering to her improve. 
ment. | 
In dancing ind mw her 
mother hath given her leſſons, and 
found her a ready ſcholar. She has 
a ſweet voice, and a taſte for muſic, 
But her grandmother's lute, with the 
ſtrings broken, ſtands in the ſtudy as 
uſeleſs lumber, which I am ſure her 
fingers,if taught, would ſoon run over 
with delight. And the good old 
Nareſkin's books occupy ſtill the 
ſhelves, the moſt of them to us in an 
unknown tongue. Neither of us, un- 
happily, having ſufficient knowledge 
to profit hy them, Your charitable 
labours, gentlemen, to kindle up the 
ſparks of ſcience among us, are. not 
unknown to me, and you will pro- 
bably believe me ſincere, when I tell 


vou, that J mean to put every at- 
traction 


— 
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traction in my power, in your way. 
to draw you often hitherward : hop- 
ing that we all, eſpecially my dear 
Eloiſa, may profit by your ſuperior 
intelligence, and diſturb the repoſe of 
my grandfather's books and inſtru- 
ments, and of Camilla's muſic and lute. 


CHAPTER IV. 
THE STVDY, 


PHE Swedes were charmed and 
| affected with the relation, and 
thanked him for the ſingular pleaſure 
which he had given them. They a 
ſured him they ſhould count it their 
delight to increaſe the enjoyments of 
his amiable family; and as faras their 
little knowledge reached, they ſhould 
be happy to communicate it. 
I am 
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I am impatient, ſaid the Knez, to 
8 the ſchool opened, and only 
"wiſh the ſcholars proficiency may 
equal the maſter's ability. Can I pre- 
vail-upon you to enter upon your of- 
fice without delay, and ſpare me ano- 
ther day, to ſurvey the unknown 
treaſures contained in the ſtudy, and 
examine whether the inſtruments, by 
long diſuſe, are not yet irreparable. 
Ihe Baron Roſen politely aſſured 
him, it would be a pleaſure to oblige 
him, and that his friend Crucius or 
he would endeavour to initiate them 
into ſome of the myſteries of ſeience. 
Nareſkin's countenance was covered 
With delight. He ſeized the Baron's 
hand; half my poſſeſſions would 1 
give with pleaſure, ſaid he, to have 
Wop dear Eloiſa emerge from the 
clouds of ignorance. As for myſelf, 
it is almoſt too late in the day; yet 
1 ln try hard to catch a ſpark from 


You. 


A 
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you: Then riſing, for the evening ap- 
proached, he conducted them to the 
caſtle, where they found the amiable 
mother and 1 _ to receive 
them. | 
The table was olentifully F 
and the converſation ſprightly and 
6 agreeable. Nareſkin failed not to ac- 
quaint his wife and daughter with the 
converſation, which had paſſed that 
evening. And Fatima and Eloiſa 
were as delighted as himſelf, in the 
kind intentions of the noble Swedes 
towards them, and aſſured their ge- 
nerous inſtructors, that if their im- 
provement did not correſpond with 
their wiſhes, the fault would lie not 
on their want of diligence, but their 
lack of ability. 197 

The next day, when breakfaſt was 
ended,; the Knez took the Swedes 
into his | grandfather's ſtudy. The 
books v were rather in diſorder, and 

covere 
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covered with duſt. Their number 
was not great. But the collection 
was choice and uſeful. Some manu- 
ſcripts of the Chamberlain curious 
and entertaining. A few volumes of 
che beſt muſic of his day in good 
preſervation. For, though not uſed, 
the room had been kept aired and 
dry. In one corner ſtood the viol 
di gamba, in its caſe with one ſtring 
vet remaining. The lute was in 
greater diſorder, though yet repar- 
able. And as in that remote place 
muſical inſtruments were difficult to 
be obtained, theſe, antiquated as _ 
were, appeared a treaſure. . 
The ladies had now joined the 
party, and Nareſkin was impatient to 
make a beginning. Gentlemen, ſaid | 
we, this is the ſchookroom and the 
ſcholars are in attendance, will yon 
favour 1 us with an N lec- 
dure? 


' You 
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You are, ſays the Baron, ſmiling, 
eaper to begin. But you will do well 
to conſider that the firſt ſteps in the 
road of ſcience are the moſt unplea- 
fant, and apparently intricate. After 
ſome progreſs the rough path grows 
ſmootker, and the proſpect brightens 
as you advance. You muſt not there- 
fore be diſcouraged, if at firſt your 
improvement does not anſwer your 
own expectations. Patient perſeve- 
rance will be crowned with-ſuccefs. 
Vou read and write, 1 preſume, My- 
ſelf but badly, ſaid the Ruſſian. 
Here then We muſt begin, faid the 
Swede. A thort time, with diligence 
and attention, will, with what you 
_ already know, - qualify you for an en- 
trance on the ftudy of uſeful litera- 
ture. I do not think an attempt to 
be an adept in the languages, though 
highly deſtrable is neceſſary; the 
time WF: TU that being conſi- 
de'eGrrable. 
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derable. With your native Ruſſian 


tongue, you may learn enough of 


i hiſtory and geography to enlarge 


the circle of your knowledge; I men- 


tion theſe only as ſingularly uſeful 
and amuſing; to graſp at more, 


might probably, at leaſt in the be- 
ginning . e and diſcou- 


nage. 4} 35 i 
Vour Eloiſa may, if ſhe 8 at 


8 + che ſame time try her fingers on the 
lute. And, if 1 may judge by the 
45 muſic of her voice, I doubt not the 
will ſoon be a proficient.” - 


ou may have a better ſpecimen +7 af 
PR he her father, if her baſbfulneſs 


| before ſuch maſters does not prevent 


her. Eloiſa, my dear, favour us with 
that little air your mother taught you, 


: dome time ſince, Which L am ſo nd 


4 * > 


e we? Nagl DEL: 
1 will obey you, Sir, faid ſhe, bluſh- 
| ing, with pleaſure, But I am afraid 
T whe 


5 . , 
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he ſpecimen may not prove ſo pro- 
miſing a. preſage, as your partiality 
would ſuggeſt ; and WO! ker 
2 ſhe Wat 


Sweet content * biking peace, 
Dwell beneath my humble cot, 

Bid my troubled ſpirit ceaſe, 
Ever to regret my lot. 


Welcome wild! vain world adieu! 
. Hither by kind Heaven ſent, 
Deareſt friends to dwell with you, 
Balmy peace and ſweet content. 


The Swedes were charmed. A 
voice ſo melting, plaintive and ex- 
preſſive they had never heard. 
| Madam, ſays, Crucius, you pretend 
to be a ſcholar, when you are really 
already a miſtreſs. Roſen, added he, 
it muſt be confeſſed the melody of 
the human voice is infinitely beyond 


/ 
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all the ſounds, that can be drawn 


from inanimate matter. 2 


I never, ſaid the Baron, received 


ſo full a conviction of that truth be- 


fore. If, Madam, your fingers keep 


pace with your voice, you will quick- 


ly leave your maſters far behind you. 
Nareſkin looked complacent, and 


Hloiſa abaſhed by their admiration, 


: come when my dulneſs may make 


with a ſmile of modeſty obſerved, 
you do well, Baron, to encourage a 
beginner. I am afraid the time may 


you repent the taſk you have under- 
taken. ; 
Fatima turned the converſation. 


Vou are ſo intent on the improvements 
you propoſe Nareſkin, ſaid ſhe, that 

| you forget your office, as the maſter 
_ of the houſe is toentertain yourgueſts, 


not engage them to wait on you. 


The day is ſine, they probably would 
wih to enjoy it abroad. 


We 
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Me can ſpend it no where ſo agree- 
ably Madam, ſaid Crucius, as in the 
preſent company, and employed in 
any ſervices the Knez n be * 
to ſignify. 1 n 

Were I to gratify my own impa- 
tience, ſaid Nareſkin, I ſhould con- 
fine you, gentlemen, to the caſtle; and 
weary you with teaching. But as I 
mean to make it as agreeable as poſ- 
ſible, to draw you here the oftener, 
1 will not diſguſt you at a firſt viſit. 
The horſes are ready, if you chooſe 
to take a ride before dinner, and ſur- 
vey our little ſettlement. Vet not 
forgetting: buſineſs; as I ſhall enquire 
what books I muſt procure, and as 
you ſee the ſhattered ſtate of this-in- 
ſtrument, we will call in our way on 
an ingenious man, my carpenter, who 
under your directions, N may 
prepare it for ws” wo | 
F 2 


The 
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he ladies were in an open chaiſe, 
The gentlemen on horſeback. They 
rode ſome miles through a country 
beautifully variegated with different 
ſcenes of hill and valley, wood, lawn, 
and water: and returning through the 
village, which was very conſiderable, 
brought with them the mechanic to 
the caſtle. The directions were given 
-him; which he was ordered with all 
expedition to execute, and the dinner 
hour approaching, they ſat down with 
high good humour; perfectly ſatisfied 
min each other. The Swedes in the 
diſcovery of ſo agreeable à family, 
and the Ruſſians in the acquiſition of 
the ſociety of men, ſo ſingularly en- 
gaging in themſelves, and from whom 
they hoped to draw ſo _— n 
25 1 and i improvement. 1 
In the evening, the ee hawk 
er leave and departed for the gar- 
riſon; but not till they had promiſed | 
f ad a ſpeedy 
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a ſpeedy return, and to bring with 
them proper books for a beginning, 
and ſuch ſtrings as the inſtruments 
wanted, which their own ſtores en- 
abled them to ſupply. | 
The pleaſure of being uſeful was a 
real reward, and the obligations which 
they conferred, by communicating 
their attainments, made them many 
grateful friends. : 

The tedious hours of captivity were 
en theſe employments. Cru- 
cius had a fine taſte for drawing and 
painting, and Roſen excelled in muſic. 


They devoted a part of their tine 


every day to give leſſons in theſe arts, 
and amidſt their other avocations, 
they forgot not their engagements j 
with Nareſkin. 
Eloiſa's lute was ſtrung and proper 
books provided. Their eager deſire 
to improve made them exceedingly 
F 3 _. attentive, 
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attentive. Eloiſa's fingers ſwept the 
ſtrings; and as muſic was her taſte, 
in preference to painting, the teach- 
ing her naturally devolved on Roſen: 
Iwo and ſometimes three days in 
the week. were ſpent at Nareſkin's 
caſtle. Often a party from the gar- 
- - riſon accompanied them. But what- 
ever purſuits, the chace, the fiſhery; 
or other rural ſports engaged them, 


they never parted without ſome uſe- 


ful leflons of inſtruction, read, by 
' Roſen or Crucius. An entertainment 


"2 infinitely . more rational, than the 


fooliſh amuſements, which too fre- 


© quently murder the time of the polite 


and affluent. Nareſkin himſelf was 
never tired of hearing, and Eloiſa's 
thirſt for knowledge ſeemed increaſed 

by every freſh attainment. .. 
Under the repeated leſſons of theſe 
able maſters, they began to entertain 
35 new 
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new ideas of the terraqueous globe. 
Its motion, ſize, revolutions, and di- 
viſions. They travelled by the finger 
ever the various ſeas and continents, 
the kingdoms and ſtates, into which 
they were divided, dwelling a while 
on each as they paſſed, not forgetting 
their dear * the land of their 
- nativity. 

The Study of Nureſkin afforded 
fome able authors in ancient hiſtory, 
and the Swedes ſupplied the modern. 
Eſpecially dwelling on the ſtates of 
Ruſſia and Sweden, as . peculiarly in- 
tereſting to them, and highly necef 
| fary to be known. As every native 
mult feel himſelf moſt deeply concern» 
edinthe events,whichrelate to his own 
country. Nor was Siberia forgotten; 
a very fair manuſcript of the Cham 
berlain's, relating the firſt diſcovery 
and conqueſt of that country, parti- 

F4 cularly 


** 
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cularly delighted them. It was en- 
titled, The Life of Yarmak. The 


Swedes had taken it with them to 


the fort, and found it ſo amuſing that 


they failed not .to communicate to 
their friends, the pleafure they had re- 


ceived in the peruſal; and being ſeated 
one evening round the cheerful hearth, 
Crucius, at the requeſt of the com- 


pany, read the entertaining hiſtory. 


— 


Tu 
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THE 


HISTORY, OF YARMAK. 


i& $70" N | |; 


PART J. 
"CHAPTESE 


E VELIKA 


ARMAK was the ſon of a Cof 
- ſack, whoſe numerous herds fed 
on the extenſive plains, which lie be- 
tween the Don-and. the Volga. Very 
early in life he gave the moſt pro- 
miſing ſpecimens: of undaunted cou- 
rage; and, as he advanced to man- 
hood, was diſtinguiſhed for activity 
and expertneſs in every martial exer- 
ciſe. His. arrows flew with unerring 
ſwiftneſs to the mark, —His lance 
WS pierced 


= — happy to engage his friend- 
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«pierced the wild boar and the elk.— 
His horſe appeared as winged in the 
chace;—and when an excurſion was 
ordered by the Hettman, againſt 

any neighbouring hord of Tartars, 
none haſtened with greater eagerneſs 
to join the ſquadron, or returned 
with higher applauſe of his * 
and conduct. wr 

His perſon was tall and 8 
his complexion ſwarthy like his hord 
Tut his features more prominent, 
and his noſe more elevated than the 
round and diſguſtfully flat counte- 
nances of his countrymen. 
His noble appearance, and high 

reputation, attracted the notice of 
Chorlu the ſon of Mazeppa, the 
Hettman of the Coſſacks. He invited 


him to his tent, on their return toge- 


ther from a ſucceſsful expedition, and 
profeſſed that he ſhould count himſelf 


ſhip. 


# 


ther led him often to the tent of 
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ſhip. From that time, they became 
_ inſeparable companions in the chace, 
and every warlike excurſion. Each 
returning day ſeemed to cement their 
union and increaſe their attachment. 
Chorlu had an only ſiſter, among 


the Coſſacks, eſteemed beautiful. 
Dark, though leſs ſwarthy than her 
companions—her black hair hung ia 
ringlets down her ſhoulders—her eyes 
large and brilliant—her features ani 
mated, and marked with ſtriking ſen- 
fibility—her perſon elegant—her ſta- 
ture rather above the common ſize 
—her arms turned with perfect ſym- 
metry—her hand ſoft, and dimpled 
as her cheek ;; and her heart, though 
a barbarian, ſuſceptible of the ten- 


dereſt impreſſions. . 
Yarmak's friendſhip with hn bros 


Mazeppa; where he had frequent 


| dern of ſeeing the amiable 


C oſſack. 
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Coſſack. The report, which was uni- 


verſal, of his bravery—the graceful- 


neſs of his perſon—the amiableneſs 
of his manners—attra&ed involunta- 


rily the notice of Velika : and to her 
brother's friend every kind attention 
ſeemed but complaiſance to him. Thus 
inſenſibly giving way to a propenſity, 


the real motive of which, ſhe herſelf 


at firſt never ſuſpe&ed, her aſſiduity 


to pleaſe and render herſelf agreeable, 
won the heart of Varmak; and he 


felt the glowing paſſion . in 
his boſom. 
The diſtance of aide . 


wet em he had received from Mazep- 
pa the friendſhip of Chorlu—all 
pleaded the neceſſity of reſiſting an 
attachment, which might probably in- 
volve him in many ſörrows, and either 


torment him with the impotent deſires 
of hopeleſs love, or plunge him into 


I, on the „ of which 


were, 
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were, on every account, to be appre- 
hended. He reſolved therefore in- 
ſtantly to fuppreſs the riſing flame, 
and combat a paſſion, that indulged, 
mult prove his miſery ; if concealed, 
orif diſcovered, expoſe him to theevils 
he moſt dreaded ; the loſs of Chorlu's 
friendſhip, and the indignation of 
Mazeppa. Beſides, how great the 
improbability of ſucceſs, and the va- 
nity of the hope, that Velika would 
ſtoop to one ſo much her inferior! 
The ſtruggle was difficult: but his 
nen enabled him to make a vi- 
gorous effort to break the charm. 
Determined to try, if abſence from 
the endeared object might not re- 
move the pain he felt in hopeleſs 
love, he frequented leſs the tent of 
Mazeppa: and When Chorlu's friend- 
ſhip chid him for his abſence, he 
pleaded a variety of excuſes. Vet all 
his efforts were vain—neither the 
chace 
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chace nor martial exerciſes the 
care of his horſes—hisfalcons—or his 
grey-hounds could efface the deep 
impreſſion, or turn his thoughts from 


the object of his affections. 


Mazeppa had appointed 4 royal 
hunt, and Chorlu ſummoned Varmak 
to the field. Velika, that day, was 
mounted next- her father, and won 
dering at Varmak's unuſual abſence 
from their tents, felt a pleaſing eager : 
neſs to join the party, where Yarmak 
bad been invited to attend. 
be country between the Don and 
the Volga, where the Coſſacks roam, 
is interſperſed with woods, that a- 
bound with game of every kind; 
bares, antelopes, elk, and wild boar: 
In time of peace, the chace is their 
chief exerciſe and darling amuſement. 
The hunters form a- creſcent, and: 
narrowing the horſes incloſe their 
; Prey: Some . with dogs are 
"A diſpatched 


. 
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diſpatched to ronſe them from their 

cover, and as they attempt to efcape 
they are ſhot with arrows, or ſtruck 
with lances. | 

Velika, with her quiver and bow, 
like Diana, had dealt her ſhafts ſuc- 
ceſsfully among the feebler tribes; 
and, antmated by the ſport, perhaps 
pleaſed to diſtinguiſh herſelf in the 
preſence of Yarmak, had advanced 
from the circle into the thicket. When 
unexpectedly a wild boar rouſed by 

her approach, ruſhed on her horſe, 
and with his tuſks ripping up its belly, 
he reared, and fell backward. 

The ſhrieks of Velika alarmed the 
company, and Yarmak, agitated with _ 
irreſiſtible eagerneſs, ruſhed to the 
ſpot, at the moment when the furi- 
ous animal was ready to attack the 
fallen huntreſs. He ſprung from his 
horſe, and ſtepping between the beaſt 
and his prey, received the boar on 
his 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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his ſpear, and {topped his career. 


The company were at hand and in 
an inſtant diſpatched him. 
Velika immediately engaged their 


attention, though not dangerouſly 
hurt by her fall, ſhe was at firſt un- 


able to riſe. All eagerly preſſed a- 


round her with their enquiries, and 


Yarmak's. tender anxiety, though un- 


perceived by others amidſt the gene- 
ral confuſion, did not eſcape her ob- | 
ſervation. The hunting ceaſed.— 


They conveyed. her on a litter to the 
tents of Mazeppa, and in a few days 


ſhe appeared abroad perfectly reco- 


 vered.. © | | 
But Yarmak's image had now left 
an indelible impreſſion on her heart, 
before ſhe had felt a pleaſure in his 


company, and delight; at hearing his 


"praiſe: but now his ardor to reſcue 
_ + her—his eagerneſs to expoſe himſelf 
2 to danger —his anxious ſolicitude 


leaſt 


— 


' SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 113 
leaſt ſhe ſhould have received hurt by 


her fall—and ſomething in his coun- 
tenance that betrayed the ſentiments 
of his heart—all conſpired to kindle 
in her boſom a paſſion, too mighty 
to be reſiſted. | In vain her pride, 
her rank, her expectations pleaded 
againſt her choice. She felt, that 
Varmak poſſeſſed qualities, which in 
her eſtimation, infinitely outweighed 
whatever wealth or grandeur could 
offer; but her father, ſhe well knew, 
would not ſee with her eyes and 
Chorlu, though his friend, would 
never brook ſo unequal an alliance. 
Perhaps, ſhe: might have miſtaken al- 
ſo Yarmak's ſenſibility -a thouſand 
obſtacles preſented themſelves on 
every ſide. Alternate hope and deſ- 
pair agitated the daughter of Ma- 
zeppa. 
A dangerous; irruption of the Kal- 
mucks, into the territories of the 
Hettman, - 
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Hettman, had, juſt at this time, ſpread 
a general alarm. Mazeppa ſummon- 
ed his warriors to the field. Chorlu 
commanded, and Yarmak was ap- 
pointed to ſerve under him. 
Before his departure, buſineſs cal- 
led Yarmak to the tent of the Hett- 
man. Velka was there. Her father 
was called to the council ef war, to- 
be held by the antients of the people. 
| Yarwak Was 3 wait his re- 
* "0 IT bad Tarmak been 
expoſed to ſo critical a ſituation; and 
Velika felt a palpitation difficult to 
"conceal A ſilence, which ſpoke 
their mutual embarraſſment, was at 
laſt, interrupted by Velika. 
« Yarmak,” ſaid he, © the obli- 
*. gations I owe you, for your late 
intrepid interpoſition between me 
and danger, have deſerved an ear- 


er acknowledgment.” * Princels, 
5 replied 
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replied the Coſſack, had my life 
« been offered in that ſervice, 1 
« ſhould have counted it happily em- 
% ployed.” *© You are too prodigal 
« of it,” ſaid Velika, and I ſhudder 
« when I think of the perils, to 
which my brother is about to ex- 
„ poſe | himſelf with yon. Theſe 
« horrid wars! how many miſerable 
beings do they make!“ "There 
«are as miſerable beings, Princeſs; 
„ ſaid Yarmak, with a ſigh, in the 
«-boſom of peace. In many fitua- 
tions, life itfelf becomes a burden; 
and to fall in the bed of honour, is 
coveted as a deliverance. My ſabreg 
I truſt, ſhall open its way into the 
e thickeſt ranks of our enemies, and 
« if victory crown our. ſtandards, 
% Yarmak will be content to be 
numbered with the ſlain.” . K 
An involuntary tear ſtole down the 

cheek of Velika. Yarmak ſaw it fall 

on 


*. 
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on her boſom, and felt a conflict in 


his own, too viſible to be concealed. 
Mazeppa's return interrupted the 
ſilence which enſued. 

Go, ſaid he, to Yarmak, pre- 
« pare for the field-to-morrow. You 
% are appointed to lead the: ſquadron 


“ in the van. Our intelligence is 


« alarming. - The bravery of my 


4 Coflacks muſt reſcue'their country 
b from © ſervitude. I know your 
8 courage, and doubt not that Yar- | 
„ mak's name will be diſtinguiſhed 
4 whether in death or victory.“ 


Velika turned away her face. Ma- 


oops: was too much engaged to no- 


tice her agitation; and Varmak mo- 
deſtly replying, that he truſted he 
ſhould not diſappoint the honourable 


opinion, which the Hettman enter 


.tained of his fidelity, touched the 
earth with his forehead and retired. 
: They 


— 


1 
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They muſt feel as Velika, who 
would conceive the exquiſite anxiety 
in which ſhe ſpent the remainder of 
that day. She ' retired to her apart- 
ment, —diſmiſſed her women atten- 


dants—ſwallowed up with refle&tions 


on the interview which had- paſſed, 
and filled with the. horrors of thoſe 
dangers, which awaited the N of 
her tendereſt cares. 


After many a ſtruggle, ſne could 


no longer reſiſt the impulſe ſhe felt. 


It would be ſome relief to her agitat- 
ed mind.—She hoped, alſo, it might 
operate as a preſervative on the too 


adventurous Yarmak. She took the 
leaf of the bullruſh, and with trem- 


bling hand inſcribed on it, 
4 YARMAK, IN THE BATTLE REMEM- 
© BER VELIKA, AND LIVE.“ 
She confided it to the care of the 
truſty Amama, her attendant. In the 
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duſk of the evening, ſhe conveyed it 
to the tent of Yarmak. 


Hle was fitting alone: his head pens 
fively reſting on his hand: a glim- 
mering lamp ſtaod beſide him: loſt 


in thought, he revolved the ſcene of 
the day paſt: agitated by alternate 
hope and fear and leſs apprehenſive 
of the dangers which awaited him in 
the field, than of having incurred, by 


betraying his preſumption, the diſ- 


n of Velika. 
Judge, then, the delight with which 


| he read the leaf conveyed to him. 


He ardently preſſed it to his lips, 
laid it in his boſom, and vowed, how- 
ever his fortune was beneath her dig- 
nity, his actions at leaſt ſhould prove 


him not unworthy the choice of the 


daughter of Mazeppa. 


In ſuch a ſituation of mind, ſleep 
could find no admiſſion. . A thouſand 


Pleaſing i imaginations, mixed with ſo- 


licitude 
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ficitude and fear, made the hours of 
the night ſteal away unperceived, and 
the dawn of day, awakening him from 
this tumult of ideas, he mounted his 
horſe, and haſtened to the field, 


CHAPTER H. 
THE KALMUcks. 


HE Kalmucks had advanced by 
forced marches to within one 
Jay's diſtance from the Hettman's 
tents. There was not a moment to 
be loſt. Yarmak with a thouſand 
Coſſacks was ordered to advance, 
whilſt Chorlu followed with the _ 
of the army. ae 

The ſmoke of the PANT camp 
aſcended. Their van-guard occupied 


a riſing ground. Yarmak in the even- 


ng was only four verſts diſtant from 
| them, 


*I 
* 
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them: He adventured, as near as pol. | 
fible, to reconnoitre their ſituation ; 
and found the enemy entrenched on 
both wings, and protected in front by 
the hillock which their advanced 
guard had occupied. The moment 
was critical. His frequent excurſions 
in the chace had given him a perfect 
acquaintance with the ground. To 
attack them in-front, appeared highly 
hazardous ; but by a conſiderable cir- 
cuit, through a paſs which he knew 
on the left, he was, perſuaded it was 
very practicable to fall on the rear of 
the Kalmuck camp by break of day: 
whilſt Chorlu with the body of the 
army advanced to occupy the ground 
where he had pitched his tents, in or- 
der to ſupport the attack. 
le communicated his ideas to the 
general; and having received his ap- 
probation to carry it into execution, 
no ſooner was the evening ſet in, than 
leaving 


1 


— 
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leaving bis tents ſtanding, to which 
by midnight, Chorlu with the army 
advanced, Yarmak with his choſen 
' fquadron, by a rapid march, turned 
the right wing of the Kalmucks, and 
at break of day, as had been agreed, 
fell with irreſiſtible impetuoſity on 
the rear of their camp. Pi 
The noiſe and tumult no ſooner 
manifeſted that the attack was begun, 
than Chorlu puſhed his troops for- 
wards to the aſcent of the hill, and 
feconding bravely the efforts of Yar- 
mak, the Kalmucks were entirely . 
ken and fled. _ 1 
When the reſiſtance ceafed, the _ 
_ gallant Coſſack ſtayed his victorious 
troops, and his humanity prevented 
the carnage too common among bar- 
barians. The camp was taken, the 
priſoners numerous, the booty great. 
Yarmak had diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
in the. battle by aſtoniſhing efforts of 
G. bravery; 
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bravery ; ; and to his valour, as well 
as {kill, the honour of the victory 
could not but be attributed. His 
handful of men had been nearly over- 
powefed by numbers, before the bo- 
dy of the army could penetrate to 
join them. He had rallied. and led 
them on repeatedly to the attack,. 
animated them by his example, —and 
though wounded by a ſabre, which 
took off part of his ſcalp, and laid 
bare his ſkull, he dealt out death on 
every ſide. But ſcarce had he turn- 
ed his horſe from the purſuit, than, 
- amidſt the ſhouts of victory, he ſunk 
don on his ſaddle, exhauſted with 
the loſs of blood, and the fatigue he 
had undergone; and was carried to 
the neareſt tent, in appearance almoſt 
expiring- | 
Immediate applications were made 
to the wound. The fainting had ſtop- 


| pe the effuſion of blood ;—and a 
fo * 
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draught of warm mare's milk, the 
Coſſacks ſovereign cordial, revived 
him. His danger, for ſome days, was 


imminent ; but the iſſue was ſucceſs- 


ful. The fever abated, the wound 
filled up,—his ſtrength began to re- 
turn, and he was able to bear a lit- 
ter. 

His conduct, courage, and Cicceſs, 
ſoon fled to the court of the Hettman, 
and withal the imminent danger of his 
ſituation. Velika, impatient to hear 
the tidings, could ſcarce ſuppreſs the 
violence of her anguiſn; and, whilſt 
in all around her the joy of victory 
ſeemed to ſwallow up every other ob- 
ject, her heart felt bitterneſs inexpreſ- 
ſible. She haſtened into her tent to 
conceal her agitation. The danger 
of Yarmak extinguiſhed in her boſom 
every ſenſation of delight. N 

A few days relieved her from her 
painful diſguiſe.” Obliged, in corre- 

| G2 ſpondence 


2 
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ſpondence with the general exulta- 
tion, to wear a face of joy over an 
aching heart, the return of Varmak, 
though on a litter, encouraged hope 
of his ſpeedy recovery. Men, women, 
and children went out to meet him, 
and welcomed him home with bleſ- 
ſings. The Coſſack nation in general 
regarded him as their deli verer, all 
acknowledged their late victory to 
be the ſole effect of his prudence and 
intrepidity. The Hettman himſelf 


. viſited him in his tent on his arrival, 


and, as the reward of his ſervices, 
raiſed him to. an eminent rank i in his 
army. | 
Chborlu could not behold without 
envy the diſtinguiſhing honours paid 
him. The ſting of that ſcorpion in- 
fuſed her baleful venom into his heart. 
He felt injured at ſeeing one ſo much 
his inferior in rank, exalted in the 


E eſtimation above him. Though 
| he 


— 
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he continued pretended profeſſions of 
friendſhip, he regarded him hence- 
forward, with the malignant eye of 
a rival. Such, alas! is the deep in- 
bred corruption of the human heart! 


can we wonder to ſee its effects 


among barbarians, when every day 
affords the like envious jealouſies, 


and faithleſs friendſhips among thoſe 
who bear the Chriſtian name ! 


CHAPTER III. 
THE ASIGNATION, _ 


HE firſt viſit of Yarmak, when 
able to leave his tent, was to 
the court of Mazeppa, to thank him 
for the honours that he had conferred £ 
upon him. A ſtronger attraction alſo 
od him thither, the. hope of ſeeing 
| 0 8 Velika. 
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Velika. As he paſſed the outer in- 
_ cloſure, the faithful conveyor of the 
billet paſſed him. „I ſhall be here,” 
Faid ſhe, when you * and 


Bf e on. 


The hint was too piortazie to be 
neglected. While he waited for the 
- Hettman in the hall of audience, he 
drew a leaf from his cms and 


Vote on it, 


Varmak lives by your command, 
but without Velika death had been 
"40 preferable. This ſtate of diſtance 
« from her is inſupportable. How. 
« may I kiſs her feet, and for once 
s enjoy the tranſport of avowing 
« myſelf her faithful ſla ve. 
The Hettman, with his nobles, at 
chat inſtant entered the hall of audi 
ence; Velika was at his right hand. 
A bluſhi glowed on che cheeks: of the 
lovely Coſſack, when ſhe: met the 
gw: pf: Yarmak, and 93 her 
beauty. 


* 


CIS ff 4 
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beauty. All congratulated him on his 
recovery. And Mazeppa received 
his acknowledgments for the honours 
done him, with the moſt flattering 
declarations how richly he had de- 
ſerved them. | 

The audience was not long. Yar. 
mak touched the ground with his 
forehead and retired. The welcome 
meſſenger croſſed him, as he paſſed 
the gate, received the folded leaf, 
and diſappeared. He haſtened to his 
tent, agitated with the expectation 


of what might be the reſult of a re- | 


queſt, which, he began to fear, might 
offend, as too preſumptuous. 

The ſhadows of the evening had 
left juſt light ſufficient to diſtinguiſh 
objects, when he perceived near the 
door - of his tent, the faithful at- 
tendant, to whom he had committed 
his billet. She paſſed the tent door 

GIF haftily, 


* — 
— . —— — — 
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haſtily, dropping i in his view, a leaf 
| folded. 


Impatient to know the nn 


Varmak eagerly ſnatched it from tlie 
ground, and unfolding it, by the lamp 


which burned in his apartment, he 
read with the greateſt emotion, 


“% Velika is above diſguiſe. Var- 


4 mak 's honour is worthy confidence. 


« At midnight be at the foot of the 


„ great oak, which terminates the 
66 grove behind our tents.” 


Judge of the tranſport of Yarmals! 

He read and read again the pleaſing 

command. Never ſeemed the hours 
to move ſo low. An hundred times 
he was at the tent door to mark the 
aſcent of the midnight ſtar. He fear: 
ed, that ſome unuſual power had re- 
tarded its cqurſe, and that it would | 
never mount to the meridian. He 
was too impatient to wait, and more 


| than an hour before the time, wrap- 


Ping 
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ping himſelf in his cloak, he haſted 


to the welcome ſpot, ſcarce feeling 
the ground on which he trod. 


7 


The moon was juſt riſing from the 
diſtant Caſpian ſea, and glimmering 


through the grove, feryed to render 


objects indiſtinctly viſible. His eyes 


were immoveably fixed towards the 
_ tents of Velika; and he felt, torment- ' 


ed with a thouſand fears, leſt ſome 


unhappy accident ſhould have detain- 


ed her, or ſome miſtake have led him 
wrong: At laſt he perceived a diſtant 


ſhade gliding through the trees of the 


grove, He advanced with trembling 


ſteps. It was Velika—he fell at her 75 


feet—and for a moment joy ſtopped 


his utterance. 


Faireſt of the daughters of men,” 


ſaid the tranſported Coſſack, par- 
don the preſumption of Varmak, 


* who turns his eyes to the daughter 
n 


— 


a: 


— 


„„ = — — — * 
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4% of Mazeppa, ambitious to be re- 
* gardedd as her faithful ſlave.“ 

% Yarmak,” faid ſhe, I ſhould 
* eſteem myſelf unworthy that fide- 
„ lity, if I could torment thee with 


„ ſuſpence.” The ſtep I have taken 


“ muſt aſſure thee, that the eyes of 
Velika are juſt to thy excellencies. 
“ Riſe from the ground.“ | 
She ſtretched out her hand, he 
ſeized and kiſſed 1t with tranſport, 


then led her to the foot of the oak, 
where ſeated on the graſſy mound 


which ſurrounded it, the hours fled 
like moments amidſt their proteſta- 
tions of eternal fidelity. 

Imagine what would be the language 
of hearts like theirs. The ſentiments 
of paſſion are the ſame in every clime, 
Poliſhed manners have introduced re- 


finement and delicacy ; and fiction 


with us hath too often learnt to ſup- 


* the feelings of ture. The bar- 


barian, 
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barian, if he utters his ſenſations with 
greater ſimplicity, utters them alſo 
with the greater charms of truth. 
The ungrateful moment approach- 
ed. Velika muſt return to her tent. 
He led her as far as was prudent, ſo 
as to avoid diſcovery. Then kiſſing 
her hand and preſſing it to his boſom, 
they parted before the dawn of day. 
But not till ſhe had informed him, 
how they might continue their inter- 
views unſuſpected, and enjoy the in- 
expreſſible delight of exchanging their 
mutual vows of conſtant love and in- 
violable faithfulneſs. | 
Velika acquainted him, that ſhe 
had gained her woman who waited 
on her; that it being the buſineſs of 
Amama to attend her laſt at night, 
and to waken her in the morning, 
ſhe had engaged her to exchange 
their apparel—that this attendant 
now occupied her tent—and as their 
© UE {tature 


Bb 9 l 8 — 
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ſtature was nearly equal, and they 


were veiled; ſhe could paſs without 
ſuſpicion to her own tent in the morn- 
ing, and Amama return to hers, in 
her own cloaths. | 


The meeting of the lovers was thus 


continued unſuſpe&ed; whilſt in public 


a. profound diſtance was cautiouſly 
obſerved. In theſe interviews Yar- 


mak learnt from Velika the certainty 
of what he had often of late ſuſpect- 


ed—that Chorlu, envious at his riſing 


glory, was in affection alienated from 


him, and no longer the friend he pro- 


feſſed himſelf— that he had in him to 
apprehend the jealouſy of a rival who 
waited for his halting—and that Ma- 
nxeppa had received moſt honourable 


applications from more than one of 


the neighbouring Tartar princes am- 


bitious of his alliance, and ſolicitirg 
an union with his daughter. _ 
925 Yarmak's 


o 
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Yarmak's alarms at theſe tidings, 
| (for love is neceſſarily jealous,) were 
ever ſilenced by the tender aſſurances 

of Velika. And though no proſpe& 
appeared, that their connection would 
ever receive the approbation of Ma- 
zeppa and Chorlu, they would not 
deſpair; enjoying the preſent hour, 
they waited till time ſhould open the 


favourable ; moment. The hopes of 


lovers can form a baſis or a ſhadow... 
CHAPTER IV. 
THE CATASTROPHE» 
HE fame of Mazeppa's victory 


had reached the court of the 
Kontayſha, and the diſtinguiſhed ex- 


cellencies of his daughter bad flown 


along with it. 


7 The 
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The Konfayſha'is' one of the moſt 
j obern of thoſe Tartar princes, that 
inhabit the country ſonth of Siberia. 
His dominions extend from the king- | 
dom of Aſtrachan to the borders of 
the Mongals, tributaries to China, 
and occupy a vaſt” fpace of Aſia al- 
moſt unknown to Enropeans. His 
ſubjects, according to the univer- 
fal cuſtom of the Tartar tribes, lead 
wandering life, and live in tents, 
which they remove from place to 
place for the convenience of paſturage, 
like the ancient patriarchs. 

Their wealth is in their cattle. Apri- 
culture unknown—labour their aver- 
ſion—hunting their amuſement and 

_ employment—their proviſion the fleſh 
of their herds and flocks—but the 
| moſt eſteemed is that of their horſes; 
their drink the milk of their mares 


. and, buffaloes—which, when ſower 


and fermented, produces an intoxi- 
cating 


1 


af 


cating beverage—their cloathing con- 
ſiſts of the ſkins of their ſheep, with 
the wool turned inſide in winter, and 
their caps of the ſame materials 
and ſometimes the pelt of the elk, 
roebuck, antelope, the fox, the bear, 
and other leſſer animals are worn as 
their finery. Theſe ſerve for their 
bed, with their garments, ſpread 
above and beneath them; on low 
benches raiſed around their tents. 
Strangers in general to the luxuries 


of commerce, except a few of their 


nobles, who ſometimes receive from 
China and Perſia ſilks, in barter for 

the commodities of their country. 
The Kontayſha, ſtruck with the 
report of the beauty of Velika, reſol- 
ved to ſend an embaſſy to Mazeppa, 
under pretence of congratulating him 
on his victory; but their chief ob- 
ject was to make obſervations whe- 
they fame * not exagerated the ex- 
| cellencies 


- SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 195 
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cCellencies of the Hettman's daughter; 


175 and if not; he determined ta- demand | 
ber in marriage: an alliance of which 


 Mazeppa could not but be ambitious. 


The news, which was ſoon whiſ⸗ 


pered . at Court, Was as a thunder 


clap to the intoxicated lovers; and 


eircumſtances. had ariſen, which ren- 
dered their ſituation ſtill more dif- 
treſſing. The ſtolen waters which 
had been ſo ſweet began now to be 
embittered. Indeed it ſeldom hap- 
pens that ſuch connections, however 
we pity the objects, terminate in a- 
biding comfort. Let the fate of Ve- 
lika, whilſt it draws the tear of com- 


3 paſſion, awaken the jealouſy of every 
daughter, how unknown to her pa- 


rents, ſhe. preſumes to form attach- 
ments, even with the moſt . 
ving. 


In one of thoſe A moments 


during their ſecret interviews, when 
te 
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the wakeful guard of prudence flept, 
and tender endearments had looſen- 
ed the reins of paſſion ; Velika had 
conſented to become the wife of 
Yarmak. _ | 
Among 1 Where the 
forms of marriage are leſs ceremoni- 
ous, and the ties of our purer reli- 
gion bang unknown, the: reſtraints 
of appetite muſt be more feeble, - 
ſome excuſe may be — m 
their frailty. 
The effects of this . 
ſoon appeared. Velika was conſcious 
that her ſituation could not be long 
concealed, and dreaded the n of | 
her father's reſentment. 
The ambaſſadors had informed hi 
Kontayſha, that fame had reported 
leſs than truth of the qualities of the 
Hettman's daughter. By his order 
therefore they demanded her in mar- 


| me 


— 
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riage, and her father appeared tranſ- 
ported with the propoſal. 
_ Mazeppa, ſuppoſing that Velika 
would receive the news with equal 
ſatisfaction, immediately ſent for her, 
to his apartment; and with pleaſure 
ſparkling in his eyes, informed her 
of the honourable offer. But how 
great was his ſurprize, to ſee his 
daughter turn pale as aſhes, and ſink 
down lifeleſs on the ſola where ſhe 
was ſeated. 

Her women were N and 
rd applications ſoon recovered 
her to ſenſibility. She pretended 


ſudden indiſpoſition—ſaid the ſur- 


prize had overcome her and wiſh 
ed the matter were not quite ſo 
haſtily concluded. But her evident 
confuſion could not eſcape the pier- 
1. Mazeppa. 

She retired to her apartment, and 


ins agitated with ſuſpicion, anger, 
1 and 
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2 and fear, haſtened to the tent of 
Chorlu, and communicated to him 
a the ſtrange reception which Velika 
| had given to a propoſal ſo tranſcen- 
dently honourable for them. Rage 
flaſhed from the e N of 
Chorlu. 
% Some traitor,” ſaid his „ hath 
ö ſeduced the heart of Velika.“ And 
chough no circumſtances had yet be- 
trayed the fatal ſecret, the ſuſpicious 
boſom of the prince inſtantly turned 
to the object of his ſecret envy: com 
vinced that among the Coſſack nobles, 
none were ſo likely to cee 
heart of eee. as Varmax 
Mine, faid he, fither 85 the 
— taſk to We this myſtery. Ab 
fect neither ſurpriſe nor reſents 
ment. Let your countenance be 
to this daughter, unworthy» the 
„blood of Mazeppa, as a foretime. 
„ will unperceived, by night and 
A PIR 66 day, 5 
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0 e ſo watch her every motion, 


that I doubt not ere long the ſecret 


4 ſhall be detected, and the traitor 


“ puniſhed.” 
Velika now felt all the WAYS of their 


eee though for herſelf com- 
paratively indifferent, ſhe trembled, 


viewing the precipice on which her 


beloved Yarmak ſtood. She dared 
endure all that an offended father, or 
a malignant brother could inflict on 


her. But Varmak's danger over- 


whelmed her with anguiſh ; ſhe knew 


the ambition of Mazeppa, and the 


envy of Chorlu, and that the ap- 


proaching diſcovery would draw 
down upon him their heavieſt in- 


dignation. No ſhadow of eſcape pre- 


ſented itſelf to her view, and every 


ſcheme, either of concealing her own 
ſtituation; or ſecuring her lover, 


ſeemed alike i im Fenn 10 
2 $644.10 dS SORE Ul +3 Jas $H12 49594 V's In 
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In this ſtate of diſtreſs, ſhut up a- 
lone in her tent, weighed down with 
ſorrow, too great to find a vent or 
relief in tears, ſhe called Amama. 
Yarmak muſt be acquainted with her 
perplexities, though dark and diſmal 


the proſpect, his wiſdom might con- 


trive ſome expedient. His advice 
the determined to obey. The night 
following ſhe appointed him to meet 
her at the wonted grove. 'Their paſt 
interviews had hitherto been unſuſ- 
pected. She flattered herſelf (ſuch 
is the fooliſh: preſumption of the hu- 
man heart!) the preſent would be 
equally ſecure and unnoticed.  _ 
But when envy and ambition are 
awake, what can eſcape their jealous 
eyes? Chorlu had viſited his ſiſter 
under the pretence of her indiſpoſi- 
tion.. His countenance breathed fra- 
ternal tenderneſs, and unſuſpecting 
openneſs, He mentioned the offer 


of 


* 
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of the Kontayſha with much reſpect, 
but inſinuated that though the de- 
mand appeared highly honourable, it 
deſerved mature deliberation ; both 
politically, leaſt it might afford him, 
. hereafter, a pretence to - interfere 
With the affairs of the Coſſacks; and 
alſo, becauſe unleſs ſhe cordially re- 
liſhed the propoſal, he by no means 


- . withed to ſee her ſacrificed « on the 


altar of ambition. 

His words were as balm to the 
heart of Velika, and ſerved to lull 
all her ſuſpicions aſleep. She ſaw 
not the: ſecret poiſon which lurked 
7 within his heart. For a moment the 


gleam of hope, like the flame, which 


darts from the expiring taper, kindled 
| in her boſom. | 
Chorlu had farmed 2 tent 


Bis of Velika his faithful ſpies, with or- 


ders to watch every creature's mo- 
3 37 tions 


* 
N 
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tions who ſhould go in or out, and | 
bring him exact information. 

As the duſk of the evening ap- 
proachedj Amama quitted the apart - 
ment of her miſtreſs, whither, as 
ſoon as Chorlu took his leave, ſhe 
had been ſummoned, and bore from 
thence in her boſom the order for 
Yarmak's attendance the night fol- 
lowing. 

The ſpy who watched her mo- 
tions, followed her unperceived to 
the Coflack's tent, ſaw the leaf drop- 
| ped near the door, and eagerly ſeized 
by the impatient Jer. He com- 
municated the inte!ligence to his 
maſter. And now not a doubt re- 
mained. 

Chorlu inſtantly diſpatched two of 
his moſt truſty attendants: —enjoined 
them not to loſe ſight of the Coflack's 
tent—ro follow him with the utmoſt 

caution 


Y 
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caution wherever he ſhould go—and 


bring him immediate notice. 


The unſuſpicious Coſſack waited 
as uſual with eagerneſs for the mid- 
night hour. The ſky was overcaſt, 
and here and there, between the 
clouds, 'a ſtar emitted its feeble ray, 
juſt ſufficient to direct the ſtep of 
- - caution. He haſtened to the grove; 


Velika had for once prevented him: 


her impatience to ſee him, had urged 
her thither before the time, and ſhe 
_ anxiouſly waited his arrival. 

I be fatal diſcovery ſoon reached 
the tent of Choglu. He ſeized his 


__"fabre—bid'two others of his truſty 


Coſſacks attend him—and advancing 
with the moſt profound ſilence and 
caution through the grove, whoſe 
thick foliage, added to the darkneſs 
of the night, effectually concealed 
them from view, they ſtole unper- 
ceived to the very branches of the 
17 „ak, 
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oak, at the foot of which the un- 
happy lovers fat. | 

Their eager diſcourſe, and deep 
concern had quite abſorbed their at- 
tention. Yarmak's arm was round 
the waſte of Velika, her head reclin- 
ed on his boſom, which was plenti- 
fully watered with her tears, whilſt | 
ſhe informed him of her father's pro- 
poſal, and vowed ſhe had rather 
die the moſt tormenting death than 


prove unfaithful to her dear Coſſack. 


The rage of Chorlu maddened into 
fury at the ſight. He ſnatched his 


| ſabre from-his ſide, and ſpringing on 


the defenceleſs Varmak, Traitor,“ 
he cried, © have I detected thee,” and 
inſtantly aimed a ſtroke at him, which 
threatened to ſever the head of the 
unfortunate Varmak from his body. 
But the darkneſs which prevented 


the exact direction of the ſtroke, and 


the very fury which dealt it, cauſed 
H * the 
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the ſabre to rake a protuberance of 


the oak, againſt which he was reclin- 


ed. He ſtarted from his ſeat, whilſt 
Velika, with a ſhriek, ſunk. down 
"motionleſs to the earth. But ere 
Yarmak could recover himſelf, the 
attendants' of Chorlu had ſeconded 
their maſter, whoſe ſabre was ſoon 
diſengaged from the oak, and Yar- 
mak's left arm received a deep wound, 
as he lifted it to , the thurſts of 

theſe aſſaſſins. | 
As the conteſt was ſo anequal,' he 
fixed his back againſt the oak, and 
ke a wild boar at bay, he directed 
his ſabre, which he had with difficul- 
ty diſencumbered from his cloak, 
againſt the e attacks of his ene- 
mies. 
Chorlu, ſtung with his diſappoint- 
ment, and impatient for the facrifice, 
ruſhed unguarded forward, and met 
| the ſabre of Fan; it entered 
5 his 
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his heart, and he fell dead at his 
feet. The attendants ſeeing their 
maſter fallen, fled to the tents, and 
alarmed the guard with their cries. 
Velika had juſt recovered from her 
ſwoon, inſenſible of what had paſled; 
but Yarmak's danger was her firſt 
agony. © Fly, fly,  Yarmak,” ſhe 
cried, if poſſible preſerve a life ' ſo 
e dear to Velika: and ſeeing the 
dead man at her feet, weltering in 
his blood, ſhe ſunk back inline 4 
death - like coma. © 
The alarm was inſtantly 33 5 
The lights began to glimmer through 
the grove.— The guards of Mazeppa 
approached. A moment mult decide | 
hisf ate. 
The anguiſh. of the miſerable Yar 
mak can be better conceived! than 
expreſſed. Chorlu lay dead at his 
feet Velika breathleſs.— Ihe firſt 
emotions of deſpair prompted him to 
| H 2 | fall 


7 
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fall on his ſabre, and end a life be- 
come ſo wretched: but ſome ſecret 
fear of ſelfmurder, even in barbari- 
ans—an over-uling, and though un- 
ſeen, reſtraining hand—and what had 
__ deeply impreſſed his mind, the laſt 
words of Velika—urged him to fly, 
. 2 he knew not whither. 
= © The night was gloomy.— The Vol- 
ti gg not very diſtant.— The banks and 
paart of the ſtream covered with high 
Hg ags, infeſted with moſxitoes: there 
the unhappy Coſſack ſought an aſſy- 
Jum from his purſuers. He plunged 
into the river, and having ſtruggled 
through the reeds and flags till his 
ſtrength was exhauſted, he buoyed 
himſelf up with difficulty above the 
water. His wound began to ſtiffen, 
which he had ſcarce before perceived, 
and his diſtreſſing ſituation, added to 
its anguiſh: but the torment of his 


mind was more inſupportable. 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 149 
The day broke upon him in this 
agonizing condition; and he heard 
the noiſe of his purſuers, who among 
the other places of covert, the rocks, 
the mauntains, and the woods, forgot 
not the banks of the river. But he 
was hid for greater purpoſes a in the 
deſigns of Providence. Kilo 
The more every thinking man * 
ſerves the courſe! of human events, 
the more he will be convinced, that 
there is a God, who governs the 
earth, and over- rules to his own glo- 
ry, all the "wah of "fs children of 


men, / 15 | { 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER V. 
THE DISGUISE, _ ', 


URING the broad light of day, 
Yarmak dared not to adven- 
ture from his covert. But as the 
evening drew on, his tormenting ſi- 
tuation compelled him to make an 


effort for his life, unleſs he deter- 


mined to ſink beneath the waters of 
the Volga: He ſtruggled through 
the flags into the open ſtream, and 
ſpreading his arms to the flood preſ- 
ſed for the oppoſite bank of the 


nver. 
The Coſſacks are Ai noed from 


| their birth to ſwimming. In all their 
e xcurſions they require no bridge to 
f | _ paſs the wideſt rivers, but plunging 

„ l m, {lip from their horſes 


back, 


15 
back, and holding the reins with one 
hand, ſwim with the other, with lar. 
priſing rapidity. TE 

Yarmak exhauſted with hunger and 
fatigue, . his arm ſtiff, and his cloaths 
ſoaked with wet, reached the ſhore 
with the utmoſt difficulty. 'The Volga 
ſeparates: the territories of the Coſ- 
facks from the kingdom of Aſtrachan. 
He hoped that he might be ſafer 
there than in the dominions of Ma- 
zeppa, though he doubted not but 
bodies of troops would ſcour the 
country on both ſides in queſt of 
bim. 

To ſatisfy the S000 cravings 
of hunger was his firſt concern. Per- 
ceiving a glimmering light at a diſ- 
tance, he advanced towards it, and 
found it. to be the hut of a fiſherman. 
He earneſtly ' entreated admittance. 
The humane inhabitant received him 
courteoully ; and ſeeing him dripping 

H 4 : with 
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with wet, and exhauſted with fa- 

tigue, enquired into the caufe of his 
_ misfortune. Yarmak pretended that 
as he and ſome Coſſacks his compa- 
nions, were on a voyage on the Vol 
ga, their bark unfortunately overſet 
and funk, and that he alone, after 
having been daſhed againſt the rocks 
and wounded, had with Oy : 

ſtruggled to the ſhore. _ 

The fiſherman had a wife and two 
daughters, who aſſiſted him in his la- 
bours. They cordially intereſted 
themſelves for the unhappy ſufferer, 
and ſeeing him ready to faint, they 
drew a little jar of ſpirits from a cof- 

fer, and gave him a fup—led him to 


a bench near the fire where ſome fiſh 


was broiling, which hunger made 
him deyour with eagerneſs— and then 
after bathing his arm, which was now 
conſiderably ſwelled, they applied to 
it a poultice of herbs, and offered 
3 = | | him 
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bim the pallet | on which they ſlepft 


obſerving kindly that repoſe muſt 47 
needful for him. 

There oppreſſed with grief, hgh 
wearied down with fatigue, ſleep cloſed 
the eyes of the diſconſolate Yarmak: 
But his ' troubled dreams brought 
back the fearful ſcenes of the preced- 
ing days. The image of Velika mo- 
tionleſs at the foot of the oak, and 
Chorlu's ghaſtly viſage made him 
ſtart in his ſlumbers. Whilſt the 
kind fiſherman, unſuſpicious of the 
real cauſe, heard the groans and ſighs 
which he uttered, and pitied him. 

When hound: returned, Yar- 
mak felt himſelf ſomewhat refreſhed;. 
and would have taken his leave of his 
friendly hoſts. But they perceived 
how unfit he was to travel, and beg⸗ 
ged him to make their hut for a while 
his home, until his arm was ſafe, and 
his ſtrength recruited. As the place 

2 was 
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was very retired, and he hoped: he 
might be there concealed from pur- 
ſuit, he thankfully accepted their 
cordial invitations. vis 

By their care and attention his 
wound ſoon healed.' He determined 
then no longer to burden the hoſpi- 
table family, and-an event happened 
which haſtened his removal. 

The daughters of the fiſherman 
were accuſtomed weekly to carry 
their-baſket of fiſh to the neighbour- 
ing village, and procure in return 

the neceſſaries which they wanted. 

Yarmak willing to be of ſome uſe to 
his benefactors, and anxious to hear 
whether tidings of the late cataſtrophe 


bad croſſed the river, deſired he might 


eaſe them of the burden, and attend 
them thither. He left his own gar- 
ments at the hut, and borrowing of 
the fiſherman a coat and cap; thruſt 

4 37} by y ry v7 bud 
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his black locks under it, and yd 
onward to the village. 
A Ruſſian ſoldier who ſtood centry 
at the entrance, obſerving him a 
iranger; demanded whence he came.. 
„J am,” ſays he, (for he ſpoke the 
Ruſſian. language as a native) © the: 
« ſervant of Backſhoff the fiſherman.” 
*I would,” ſaid the ſoldier, © thou: 
« wert Yarmak the Coflack, for _ 
« my fortune were made for ever.” 
His diſguiſe removed ſuſpicion. He 
wiſhed, but durſt not aſk the ſoldier 
any queſtion, though his heart: burn- 
ed to ſpeak. He paſſed on, and having 
delivered up the baſket, to the daugh- 
ters of his hoſt, he determined with- 
out delay to eſcape for his life. He 
perceived the danger imminent, and 
feared that a diſcovery could now be 
* avoided.. 
Yet the care of his life was but a ſe- 
condary conſideration with him. His: 
anxiety. 


« \ 
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anxiety to know the condition of Ve- 
lika determined him to hazard every 
thing to gain that information, though 
a deep melancholy preyed upon his 
heart, and dire forebodings of the 
fatal event tormented him night and 
day. 4335321 | 
He cut his hair mort, put a paich 
oyer his right eye, and turning his 
back on the village, ſtruck into the 
high road for Aſtrachan, begging his 
way, as a diſbanded ſoldier of the 
Czar's army. 

Ihe good fſherman expe his 
return, that and the following day, 
with impatience. He went himſelf 
to the village, but his inquiries were 
fruitleſs. 

Yarmak had trvelled three a 
alone, and was now but one more 
diſtant from Aſtrachan, when he met 
the Caravan returning with the mer- 


chandize of Perſia towards Caſan. 


— 


He 
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He threw himſelf in the evening a- 
mong the muleteers and camel drivers, 
and having made a calamitous ſtory 
of his ſufferings in the wars, which 
excited their compaſſion, they in- 
vited him to ſhare their repaſt, and 
ſpreading a ſkin for a table cloth; 
they fat down on the n a- 
round it. 
The news of Aſtrachan was the 
ſubject of their diſcourſe. And one 
of the muleteers aſked him, if he had 
met on the road any Coſſack troops, 
in queſt of a fugitive called Yarmak. 
He pretended entire ignorance, and 
enquired into the cauſe. They in- 
formed him of all that they had heard 
at Aſtrachan, and little thinking how 
deeply their gueſt was intereſted in 
the narrative, beſides the particulars, 
which he but too well knew, they 
added. that Velika was found in a 
ſtate 
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ſtate nearer death than liſe that ler 


agony. haſtened an untimely birth 
and that herſelf and infant were bu- 
ried in the ſame grave three days 
after the unhappy cataſtrophe—that 
Mazeppa breathed nothing but the 


moſt fearful vengeance againſt the 


unfortunate Varmak, whom before, 


the whole Coſſack nation adored— 


and that vaſt rewards had been of- 
fered to any man, who ſhould bring 


' 


him to the Hettman dead or alive. 


Yarmak heard, petrified as a ſtatue, 
with horror; and could grief have 
broken his manly heart, he muſt 


there have met the concluſion of his 
ſufferings and life together. 


The greatneſs of his anguiſh pre- 


| i thoſe violent expreflions of 


it, which muſt have diſcovered him. 
His companions had made free with 
their le athern bottle, and were more 

intently 
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intently fixed on that, than the coun- 
tenance of their gueſt. And as he 
ſat at the greateſt diſtance from the 
lamp, he paſſed unobſerved. 

As ſoon as he had recovered ſen- 
ſation, which for a while was utterly 
ſuſpended, he ſilently retired, and 
threw himſelf upon the ground in 
agony unutterable. Deſpairehad now 
filled up the bitter cup of miſery to 
the brim. 

- Whither ſhall the wretched Yar- 
mak turn his footſteps? the world to 
him was now an howling wilderneſs, 
life itſelf become a burden almoſt 
mſupportable—and hope, that beams 
into the loweſt dungeon, was fled 
from him for ever. What a night was 
that! extended on his parent earth 
he lay, wiſhing ten thouſand times 
ſhe would open her compaſſionate 
boſom, and hide him to behold the 


ſun no more, 
| But 
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But the days of man are numbered. 
He muſt wait till his appointed change 
mall come, and fubmit to be the 
plaſtic clay in the great Potter's hand. 
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THE MULETEER. 


ORPID wich grief, as one in- 
toxicated, (for ſuch the muleteers 
Lppoſed him), Yarmak lay in ſtupid 
aſtoniſhment, and ſcarce retained 
any longer the exerciſe of reaſon. 
But when the morning broke, the 
noiſe of the preparations for the 
march rouſed him from his lethargy; 
and one of his evening companions ſee- 
ing him fitting with head hanging over 
his knees, in. the appearance of the 
profoundeſt melancholy, cried out, 
, « Come, 
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Come, brother ſoldier, chear up; 


« they that go to the wars muſt be 
«© content with their ſcars. Let not 
„ your noble courage ſink under 
„ your ill luck; begging is but a 
« poor trade now a-days, and you 
will mend your lot as a muleteer. 
„I wiſh you would turn your back 


« on Aſtrachan, and join our troop, 
4 


„% rows. We loſt one of our fellows 


« yeſterday, and if you will ſupply 
« his place, I'll ſpeak to the head 


« driver, who is my friend, and I 
« dare ſay he will employ you.” 

Yarmak endeavoured to ſum up all 
his powers of thought, his deſperate 
ſituation admitted of no delay in his 
anſwer. He ſaw: no object to lead 


him forward to. Aſtrachan, all places 


were alike to him: ſince life would 


not leave him, he ſubmitted to exiſt 
in any country where providence. 


might 


we ſhall help to difpel your ſor- 
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might caſt him. For even Coſſacks 
believe a providence. 
le thanked the muleteer Tor his 
friendly offer, and paſſively yielding 
himſelf to his perſuaſion, awaited the 
_ reſult of his application. He quick- 
ly returned, while Varmak yet fat 
motionlefs, his eyes fixed on the 
ground. 
Come brother,“ ſaitl the driver, 
e up from your melancholy medita- 
4 tions, and buckle yourſelf to your 
-« buſineſs. Your pay and fare will 
; be like mine, and you may either 
go on from Caſan to Moſcow with 
* the Caravan, or return with the 
next to Aſtrachan.” 
- Yarmak aroſe and endeavouring 
to conceal the tumult of his ſpirits, 
followed his kind friend to the bag- 
gage. His ſtrength and adroitneſs 
_ procured him liberal commendations 


n his companions, and they aſſur- 
ed 
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ed him that one journey would make 
him an adept in his new profeſſion. 

The noiſe, the company, the con- 
ſtant attention neceſſary to his charge; 
the daily labour of attending, feed- 
ing, dreſſing, loading, and unloading 
the mules and camels; theſe, though 
they could in no meaſure remove, yet 


they ſerved to ſtupify ſomething of the 


ſenſe of miſery, by preventing his 
brooding over it, and compelling 
him to advert to other objects. Such 
is the nature of the human mind—it 
muſt-have employment. Under af - 
flictions ſolitude nouriſhes melan- 


choly. Whilſt however irkſome at 


ſuch ſeaſons buſineſs may appear, it 
is the ſureſt means of ſoftening the 
anguiſi by dividing the attention 
from the cauſe of our diſtreſs. 


CHAPTER 


f 
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CHAPTER. VII. 
THE RENCONTRE. 


n ſix weeks had paſſed with- 
out any material occurrence. 
The Caraven was advanced within 
two days march of the Kama, which 
falls into the Volga, one __ * 
ney below Calan, 
Voarmak went forward in the bit- 

terneſs of his ſoul, not inattentive to 

his employment, but utterly inſen- 
ſible to the phage of that fine coun- 
try, which, though almoſt utterly un- 
cultivated and deſtitute of inhabi- 
tants, compared with many other 


kingdoms of Europe, may be called 

a paradiſe. 
Some future generations perhaps 
wall till . — where elks and 
antelopes 
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antelopes now graze undiſturbed; 
and that mighty empire of Ruſſia, 
which ſeems faſt emerging from bar- 
bariſm, teem, like China, with popu- 
lation, and emulate her induſtry. 
The evening approached, the ſun 
had not yet deſcended beneath the 
hills, but his orbit; began to appear 
more enlarged ; the eye of the be- 
holder could now | endure its before 


inſufferable blaze : the order was 


given to halt and pitch the tents. 


All was confuſion, unloading, ſtor- 


ing, collecting wood, preparing pro- 


viſions, guard diſperſed, no danger 


apprehended. When ſuddenly from 


the ſkirts of a wood, that extended 


from the mountains on the right to 


the plain where their tents were e- 


rected, a troop of banditti, conſiſt 
ing of about twenty men, completely 


armed, and nobly mounted, ruſhed 


upon that defenceleſs multitude. 


© 
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The cries of the affrighted ſpread 
diſmay and confuſion the guard 
ſurpriſed, were the firſt to ſecure 
themſelves from danger—the' mer- 
chants attempted no reſiſtance - and 
the muleteers, though numerous, had 
; only ſabres. At the firſt fire of the 
banditti, all was panic and flight. 
- Yarmak alone felt no fear his na- 
tive martial ſpirit rouſed by danger 
—he drew his ſabre, and boldly 
fluſig himſelf into the front of the bag 
gage. The robbers expecting no 
reſiſtance, puſhed forward; but the 
ſabre of Varmak for a while ſtopped 
their career: he pierced the firſt 
horſe: that advanced to the heart, 
which rearing, fell backwards on his 
rider. The next, eager to revenge 
his companion, lifted his ſabre to cut 
dovyn the Coſſack; he parried it as it 
fell with his own, receiving the rob- 
ber's hand on. its edge, which divid- 
94 2 ing 
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ing the tendons of his wriſt, his ſabre 


flew to the ground. The ſecond in 


command, enraged at ſuch unexpect- 


ed reſiſtance from one man, drew 
his piſtol from his holſters, and dif- 
charged its contents through the 


body of the unfortunate Coſſack. The 


ball entered his right breaſt, and 


paſſing through his lungs, came out | 
below his ſhoulder blade. He fell 


before the horſe's feet. A fecond 
piſtol drawn from its caſe was cock- 
ed to diſpatch him quite, when the 
Captain of the troop ſeeing all the 


reſt fled, touched with generoſity 
(for even robbers have their virtues) 


arreſted the arm of his Lieutenant, 
and bid him ſpare a brave man, who 
deſerved to live. 

They immediately diſmounted— 
perceived that Yarmak breathed— 


obſerved that the wound was attend- 


ed with no great effuſion of blood 
they 


. 
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they laid him on a litter, which they 
found in the Caravan, with their own 
_ diſabled companions; and whilſt the 
reſt plundered the treaſure and mer- 
chandiſe, two of the troop were or- 
dered to eſcort them to their retreat 
through thoſe: gloomy and almoſt im- 
penetrable woods, which divide the 
kingdom of Caſan from Siberia, 
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THE 


HISTORY OF YARMAK. 


. | + ata ; | * f . | 
PART II. 
CHAPTER L 
THE CAPTIVITY. 


) USSIA tank ever been FF "OT? 


with banditti, ſome of whom 


have rendered themſelves formidable, 
and required regular forces. to quell 


them. As one band hath been ſup- Be: 


preſſed, - another hath, as it were, 


| ſprung from its aſhes, and perpetuat- | 


ed the miſchief. The deſerts are 
vaſt—the' natural faſtneſſes of the 
country difficult to penetrate—the 
an — and pathleſs and 
7 1 | — : 
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ſubſiſtence on game, and the multi- 
tude of fiſh in Every river without 
* 

Thoſe who had the care of the ; in- 
valids, no ſooner reached the covert 
of the woods, ſafe from - purſuit, 


| ſhould any be made, than they halted. 
And one of them, whoſe {kill in ſur- 


gery,for a Ruſſian, was not deſpicable, 


having learnt experience in the wars, 


E N e che 5 doſſils, dip 


where he had acted as aſſiſtant at 
the hoſpital, began to examine the 
wounds. Varmak's, as moſt immi- 

nently dangerous, engaged his firſt 
attention. 2 

Though the ball had paſſed through 
the lungs, happily it had laid open 
no large blood-veſlel ;- and his boſom 
happening to be open and bare, it 
had carried no extraneous matter a- 
dong with it; paſſing clean through, 
juſt beneath the ſcapula. Having 


_ 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 171 
ped in tincture of myrrh, to the ori- 
fices,he hoped nature, the great reſtor- 
er, would calt off the ſloughs, and fill 
up the vacuity, if no violent inflamma- 
tion came on, to prevent which he 
gave him a copious bleeding, and re- 
placed him gently on the litter. 
The hand of his wounded com- 
panion had bled profuſely; but a 
hankerchief, wrapped tight round it, 
having received the blood, which 
was now coagulated, he would not 
unbind it, leaſt he ſhould bring on 2 
freſh hemorrhage; but laying his 
hand in the poſition ſuited to bring 


the lips of the wound neareſt to- 


gether, he hung it id a ſling round 
his neck, to prevent all tenſion of 
the muſcles, | 
The other on examination, having 
no bones broken or diſlocated, though 
ſeverely bruiſed, he bled, and ap- 
plying 1 ſome ſpirituous embrocations, 


1 2 aſſured 


- 
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aſſured him, he would mount him 
fs cor ſoon for future expeditions. 
Meantime the victorious troop 
with their booty had haſtened to 
their retreat. They had brought off 
with them what. they found moſt 
valuable in the caravan, with two or 
three of the choiceſt horſes; and as 


the hoſpital eſcort travelled ſlowly, 


they could only the day after join 
their companions. | 
Varmal to whom all places were 
equally indifferent, the den of rob- 
bers, or the walls of Caſan, ſwal- 


lowed up with deeper ſufferings than 
thoſe of his wounds, lay long doubt- 
ful of recovery. His inward diſtreſs 
contributed greatly to retard the 
cure; but the vigour of his conſti- 


tion, joined to the friendly care of 
his conquerors, who honoured his 
cparags and treated him with the 


greateſt 
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greateſt humanity, triumphed over 
all. The diſcharge abated, the wound 
filled up, and his ſtrength daily re- 
turned. = 
During his 3 the Cap; 
tain of the troop ſpared no perſua- 
ſions to engage 'him to join in their 
enterpriſes : but in vain. Thoſe ſen- 
timents of honour, which Yarmak 
had early cheriſhed, could not be 
vanquiſhed by ſophiſtical reaſonings, 
nor, though a Coſſack, a barbarian, 
would his conſcience bend to his con- 
venience. But whilſt he endeavour- 
ed to evade their ſolicitations, his 
replies avoided every reflection on 
his kind benefactors. 

They preſſed him alſo repeatedly 
to give them a real account of him- 
ſelf. His manners beſpoke him far 
ſuperior to the ſtation in which they 
found him. And, his courage and ad- 
dreſs in managing his ſabre, demon- 


JS": ſtrated 
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trated that he had been no ſtranger 
to its uſe. Beſides his knowledge 
and converſation manifeſted, that his 
education could not have been with 
-muleteers. - A deep gloom hung over 
him, which all their kindneſs was 
ineffectual to diſpel. Nor could it 
ariſe from his preſent ſituation, wherz 
every thing conſpired to make him 
_ infinitely more comfortable, than as 
a muleteer in the refuſe ſuit of a cara- 
van. But all their queſtions drew 
from him no ſatisfactory account, 
and ſerved but to increaſe their cu- 
R. 
One day returning * a Kn. 
al expedition, the banditti found, on 
opening a parcel which they had 
brought off with them, ſome procla- 
mations of the Czar, enjoining all 
his ſubjects, at the requeſt of the 
Hettman of the Coſſacks, to appre- 
7 hend one Yarmak, who was ſaid to 
555 have 
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have fled, from juſtice, into the Ruſ- 
ſian dominions, with a particular de- 
ſcription of his perſon, and the pro- 
miſe of a conſiderable reward, to any 
man who ſhould diſcover and ſeize 
_ criminal. | 
„ And Who, 1 e Ae aid the 
e is this Yarmak?” One 


. of the braveſt of mankind, and the 


4. moſt generous,” ſaid a Kalmuck, 
who was one af the troog, © Iam 
% living monument of it. I was 
in the Kalmuck army, which en- 
* tered the Coſſack territories about 
„ two years ago. All had fallen be- 
„ fore us. We were within a march 
4 of their principal ſeat, and flattered 
„ ourſelves, that we ſhould next day 
„ ſhare their ſpoils. But when we 
counted on nothing but certain 

victory, the gallant Yarmak, with 
a thouſand men, by a moſt ſkilful 
« aud rapid march, with irreſiſtible 
55 14 n 
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4 bravery fell on our rear, carried 
e confuſion through our camp and 
1 ſeconded by troops in front, who 
e Wwaited the ſignal of his attack, en- 
tirely penetrated, broke, and rout- 
% ed us. I was among the wounded 
< and fell. Our general, with more 
« than ten thouſand men, was taken 
* priſoner. The noble Coſſack though 
_ « himſelf wounded, reſtrained the 
 * fury of the purſuers, prevented the 
1 carnage our ravages had provoked; 


« and after ordering the ſame care to 


„ be taken of our wounded, as his 


* own, importuned and prevailed 
„ with the Hettman to diſmiſs the 
*« captives without ranſom. When 
« recovered from his wounds, he at- 
tended us himſelf to the banks of 
* the Volga, where boats had been 
provided to tranſport us to our own 

„ hord: and ſeeing every man ſafely 
1 W Go, ſaid he Kalmucks, 


8 60 to 
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* to your own countrymen, and learn 


« of pre to be Tr and * 
. 57:2 1] 
The tear ſtarted from the Eye of 
| the fierce Kalmuck, as he ended the 
relation, and not à robber, but ex 
preſſed in his countenance, the ſym- 
pathetic thrill of his boſomn. 

I would,” ſaid the . the 
« gallant youth fled hither for ſhel- 
ter, not all the powers of the Czar 
1 of Moſcovy ſhould endanger his. 
« ſafety.” + 

Imagine, then, the mixture of a- 
; Koniſhment, doubt, delight and won- 
der, which marked the countenances. 
of the banditti, when riſing from 
his ſeat, and laying his hand « on — 
breaſt, 

Captain, ſaid he, IAM TA MAK. 
_ * Since cruelty and injuſtice arm the 
empire againſt me, I claim your 

15 protection, 


3 
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4 protection, and enliſt myſelf under 


TY « your banner.” 


The hiſtory, which they had {o 
often wiſhed to extort from him, he 
now related without diſguiſe, inter- 
rupted in the narration by ſome ſhort 
paroxyſms, when the bitter recollec- 
tion of paſt ſcenes for a while ſtopped 

his utterance. — 
Eu!very ear and eye ene 
| dlent attention, zud even the hard 
hearts of men ſteeled with ſlaughter, 
ſtill felt, at the relation, ſome melt- 


ing drops of the milk of human ten- 
2 5. 520 


© © - CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER IL. 
| 1 s THE BANDITTI. 


E banditti counted themſelves 
1 happy in the acquiſition of 
ſuch a companion as Varmak, and 
treated him with a. flattering di- 
ſtinction. They deſired him to chooſe 
out of their armoury, his carbine and 
piſtols ; and from their ſtables, where 
they had always horſes in abun- 
dance, mounted him nobly. Every 
excurſion tended to raiſe in them a 
higher opinion of his. courage and 
conduct, and his humanity and gene- 
roſity in that-ſavage employment e 
cited their reſpect. 
In a valley deep d be- 
tween the mountains, which divided 
the —_— of Caſan, from- the 
then 


_ 
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then undiſcovered regions of Siberia, 
the banditti had fixed the ſeat of 
their empire. The winding paſſes 
between the rocks and mountains 
were only pervious te themſelves, 
and thick woods, of more than a days 
journey, which they alone knew how 
to penetrate, covered the approach. 
A conſiderable ſtream, clear as the 
: drops which fall from the clouds, 
prepared by nature's alembic, ran 
waving through the vale; which af- 
forded plentiful paſturage; and fiſh 
every where excellent in that country, 
the ſterlet and ſturgeon abounded. 
The mountains on the north ſide 
were covered with woods, in ſome 
places reaching down to the rivers 
brink, and here and there dark rocks, 
abrupt, projected · over it. To the 
fouth, the valley opened; the ground 
was interſperſed with gentle riſings, 
e oe planted: we the hand 


15 CY 
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nature. The ſcene terminated in 
diſtant mountains, whoſe tops were 
often hid in the clouds. 
Near the middle of the lj. 
| riſing hillock, projected from the 
northern mountains, deſcending with 
2 gentle declivity to the river. It 
ſeemed as if ſcooped from the vaſt 
ridge behind it, where the mountain 
fide bent into an amphitheatre, and 
roſe for two or three verſts leſs pre- 
cipitious. Nature had ſtamped ſuch 
beauty on the ſpot, that choice was 
inſtantly determined. It was origi- 
nally covered with wood, which fire 
and the ax ſoon levelled, enriching 
the ground with their aſhes, and pre- 
paring their garden for the production 
of all the pulſe, natural to that coun- 
try, with luxuriance. duets. 
Here the banditti had fixed: their 
| tens and revelled, undiſcovered for 


ſeveral * ' They made their ex- 
55 | | curſions 
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curſions frequently very diſtant, and 


were ſometimes a month abſent from 
their home. Abundance of the ſilks 
of Perſia, and the furrs of Moſcovy, 
filled their treaſury, with heaps of 
uſeleſs wealth, coveted even when 


an incumberance. Nor was any con- 


veniency: of life wanting, The plun- 
dered caravans eh rn 


them. 


Tbeir x TER had 3 from 


. 7 to ſix and thirty. And the re- 


gulations eſtabliſhed {for even among 


robbers the bleſſings and neceſſity of 


government are felt) were obſerved 


witliout diſtinction. They had elect- 


ed a captain to conduct their enter- 


priſes, and lead them to plunder, but 


the power wus in the bacgat, large as 


i a republic. © A very TH F'Y 5.0 
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No women were to be admitted 
among them, as that muſt prove a 
ſure ſource of contention. 

They excluded ſervants, to prevent 
the burden of too numerous a body. 
and to avoid all mortifying diſtinc- 
tions. | 

Each in rotation abode at PER 
to provide for thoſe who were abſent, 
and take care of their tents and their 
cattle. | 

They admitted no e Bus 
every meaſure relative to the com- 
munity was decided by the vote of 
the majority: and once determined, 
all, without remonſtrance or reluct- 
ance, were to aid in carrying it * 
execution. 

Their ſtock was common. "Ad 
as there was more than enough for 
all, each took from it whatever he 
needed for his immediate uſe. - But 


no man was allowed to collect in his 
| tent 


SIBKMHAN /ANECDOTES, 


- 
- 
* -, 
k * — 7 
184 


tent any property, or ſtore, ms 


from the community. 0 
No man was permitted to be bent 
from home but by general orders. 
When once embarked in enter- 
priſe, and ſallied forth under their 
commander, he became abſolute, and 
his in junctions were to be obeyed 
without murmur or del. 
All dined and ſupped at the ſame 
table, and waited on their r 
nions alternately. Wt 71 N l 
When not een in any expe» 
dition; every one amuſed himſelf as 
he pleaſed, with fiſhing, hunting, or 
the culture of their garden. 


; regulations, notwithſtanding the fears 
of diſcovery, inſeparable from their 
condition,” they eſteemed their lot 
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predlations committed by theſe 

banditti——the clamours of the mer- 
chants and the great interruption of 
the caravans, obliged the government 
to exert the moſt vigilant and vigor 
ous efforts to diſcover their retreat, 
and deſtroy the robbers. For this 
purpoſe, when the next caravan was 
ſetting forth for Aſtrachan, the Go- 
vernor of Caſan had ordered that no 
more than the uſual eſcort ſnould ap- 
pear to attend them; but mixed with _ 
the muleteers and camel · drivers, and 
habited like them, a choſen body af 
dragoons were appointed, that the rob- 
ders might be emboldened to e 
01 | as 


% 
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as aſus], as to an eaſy prey, and hem- 
mee in "ay numbers, me cut off to a 
man. 


The e af, * het ſent 


a out to gain intelligence, had returned 
with the tidings that the caravan from 
though numerous, they confldentl) 
ſuppoſed, not above their match. 
Succeſs had made them preſumptu 
ous, and in idea they had already re- 


turned umfhant with their ſpoil. 
Larmak was of the party, and by 


0 — voice ſecond in command. 


He had loſt nothing of his ſenſibility. 
The remembrance of Velika was 
dear to him as ever. The Oaks of 
the mountain often heard her name 


kepeated with anguiſn; and his greateſt 


pleaſure (i ſuch it can be called) was 


to retire alone under the ſhadow of 
à rock, which hung over the river, 


| | and ſtretched on the moſſy ground, 


E. | 555 925 to 
. 7 | 


was now called, proved rather a re- 
lief to him, as neceſſarily engaging 
a part of his attention. And expe- 
rience had convinced his comrades, 
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to ruminate over the melancholy re- 


collection of the hours, which had 
been ſpent in the grove of Mazeppa. 

Sometimes he upbraided himſelf as 
the cauſe of all her ſufferings ſome- 


times he would execrate the perfidi- 
ouſneſs of Chorlu and wonder at 
the hard heart of parents. Deſpair : 
always cloſed the circle of his reflec- 
tions. He felt, that to Yarmak, all 
was loſt. And though at his return 
to the tents, he ſtrove to render him- 
| ſelf agreeable to his companions, who 
delighted in him, yet a ſettled melan - 
choly preyed on his heart, and in the 
midſt of their joys he would be often 


abſent, till rouſed from his reverie 


by their kind attentions. 


The active ſcenes, to which he 


that 
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that his valour was Tony equalled by 

his prudence. | 
They left at home but four of 

& "li number, and making a great 

detour round the mountains to the 

ſouth, approached the road, which 

leads to Aſtrachan, about ſix days 
5 journey from Caſan. 

From an eminente covered: with 
thick wood, | foon after fun-riſing, 
'they diſcovered to the north, the ca- 
ravan deſcending into a ſpacious 

plain, at the end of which the ban- 
ditti had laid their ambuſcade; the 
wood which covered them reaching 
to within a verſt of the high road, by 

which the caravan muſt paſs. 
About three verſts to the left was 
a defile;” occaſioned by a morals that 
ran almoſt to the foot of a mountain. 
 Yarmak perceived the advantage of 
that ſituation, and ſuggeſted, that by 
attacking them! in the defile, encum- 
| EE: bered 


f 
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bered with baggage, they ſhould take 
them at the greateſt advantage, and 
almoſt preclude the poſſibility of re- 
ſiſtance: but the Captain, with his 
troop, had hitherto met with ſo little 
oppoſition, that they entertained not 
a doubt of making as eaſy a conqueſt 
of this caravan, as of the preceding; 
thinking nothing farther neceſſary 
than to lie concealed where they 
were, and ruſh on them from the 
ſkirts of the wood. However, to be 
more fully aſſured of the ſtrength and 
number of their enemies, the Captain 
took Yarmak with him to a nearer 
eminence, where undiſcovered they 
would make their obſervations, 

The guard appeared no more than 
five dragoons in front, a file of three 
on each ſide, and five more follow- 
ing the rear. The reſt ſeemed mer- 
chants, mounted on their horſes, and 
the canaille of ſervants and muleteers, 


their 
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. ) 
their attendants ; the banditti would 


have attacked double that number 


without fear. 


5 Confirmed in their confidence of 
. ſucceſs, as the caravan, after.halting I 


an hour on the plain, moved for- 
ward, about three o'clock, the van 
had paſſed the road oppoſite the 


wood where the banditti lay. At 


the word of command, the im petu- 

ous troop darted, like lightning on 

the travellers. 

The dragoons inſtantly gave way, 

ſcreams, terror, and tumult follow. 
ed, and flight on every ſide. The 

robbers penetrated with eaſe into the 


thickeſt of the baggage, and counted 


their booty won. When ſuddenly 
from the rear, the ſtation of the mu- 
leteers, a well directed fire of fifty 
carbines arreſted their progreſs, and 
brought the Captain and four of his 
companions dead to the ground, 
Rod: whilſt 
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whilſt the dragoons who ſeemed to 
fly, joined by a larger body of horſe, 


had wheeled from the front and rear, 
and hemmed them in, without the 
| | proſpect of eſcape > a ſecond volley 


followed, and four men and three 
horſes fell mortally wounded. Deſ- 
pair ſeized the remainder, they knew 
neither how to fight nor fly. | 
Yarmak alone poſſeſſed himſelf. He 
ſaw the moment of hope. Follow 
« me,” cried he, © my brave oom- 
„ panions.” And putting ſpurs to 
his horſe, drove furiouſly into the 
midſt of the dragoons, that hem- 
med them in. His comrades followed 
his voice and ere&ed ſabre, and the 
blood of men _ horſes died the 
plain, | 


'The only'obje& now was eſcape. 


The unexpected ſhock had broken 


the dragoons, and every robber ſhift- 
ed for himſelf as faſt as his horſes feet 


would carry him from danger. 


12 Fourteen 
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Fourteen of the banditti with their 
Captain remained dead, or mortally 
wounded on the plain. Of thoſe who 
| eſcaped, ſcarce one returned unhurt, 
- ſome dangerouſly wounded. Yarmak, 
among the reſt, had received a cut by 
a ſabre. on his ſhoulder, which for a 
while rendered his left. arm nearly 
uſeleſs : but where life is in jeopardy, 
what aſtoniſhing efforts will not men 
make to extricate themſelves from the 
jaws of death! _ 
They were fiercely purſued to the 
ſkirts of the wood. The dragoons 
rallied; and entered with them. But 
their unacquaintedneſs with the ſecret 
paths, and the knowledge of the rob- 
bers, ſoon ſecured them from farther 
danger, and by midnight they had 
collected their ſcattered remains at 
the rendezvous, where they had left 
their proviſions the preceding day. 
Afflicted beyond meaſure, yet count- 
ing themſelves fortunate in their 
855 | _ elcape, 
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eſcape; the firſt care was to examine 

their wounds. The ſurgeon hap- 
pily had not fallen, but eſcaped with 
a flight contuſion; he haſtily dreſſed, 


and bound up their wounds in the 


beſt manner that time permitted; 
and having taken ſome refreſhment 
for themſelves and horſes, it was the 
general opinion to march without 
delay. They feared the purſuit might 
be continued, nor felt themſelves 
ſafe, till more diſtant from the field 
of battle, and lodged i in their deſired 
retreat. | 

Barugt were relied to paſs the 


woods and defiles of the mountains, 


during which they ſcarce ſlept or eat 
but on their horſes; and three of 
their companions too diſabled to 
keep pace with them, were left in the 
woods, with aſſurances that aſſiſtance 
ſhould be ſent to them. The fifth 
morning opened to their view the 
#.: welcome 
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welcome valley. It was at preſent 
to them as the gates of Paradiſe; for 
they were now more like ſpectres 
than men exhauſted with fatigue, 
watching and hunger, beſides * 
anguiſh; of-their wounds. | 
They found their more be 
companions at home, eagerly expect- 
ing their return, and deeply affected 
with the common loſs, when they 
heard the event of the expedition, 
two of them were inſtantly diſpatch- 
ed, to bring in, if yet alive, their 
fainted comrades, who were left in 
the woods, whilſt the others attend- 
ed the weary, the hangry, and the 
. ac 


* 


CHAPTER 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES 195 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE RESTORATION, _ 
Plentiful repaſt, and a refreſh- 
ing (leep, ſomewhat - revived 
their drooping ſpirits; and the next 
day their companions, who were left 
in the woods, being brought in, the 


troop once more aſſembled. But how 
different from their former joyous 
meeting! Dejected, broken, ſilent 


each looked on his fellow and wept. 
Vaarmak, the ſame, ſerene, intre- 
pid, recollected, his arm ſupported 
in a ſling aroſe : 

The paſt, my friends, ſaid he, 
« is irremediable—but the brave 
« never deſpair. The loſs we have 
« ſuſtained, none feels with greater 


hs ſenſibility than Yarmak; let it a- 


K 2 „ waken 
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„ waken in every boſom the greater 
«/ ardor to repair it.” 
His words were as the honey on 


the rod of Jonathan, which brought 
again his departing ſpirit. A renew- 


ed animation glowed on every coun- 


tenance, each felt and owned the 5 
neſs of his exhortation. | 


Had Yarmak's advice been follow- 
ed, all agreed, the diſaſter might pro- 


bably have been prevented: to his 


reſolution, every man confeſſed, they 
were indebted for their almoſt mira- 


culous eſcape. Who then, ſo able to 


retrive the late diſaſter, and reſtore the 


troop to their former vigour. With 
unanimous voice they preſſed him to 


accept the command, ſolemnly en- 


gaging to follow his counſels, and in 
whatever danger, never till death, to 
forſake him. 


„The poſt of honour,” aid he, 


« my brave companions, ought juſt- 


cc ai, 
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« ly with us to be the poſt of danger: 
far be it from me to decline the 
_ « ſervice, if ſuch be your pleaſure. 
« In one thing only I requeſt your 
- ©. concurrence. Let us never wound 
« the unreſiſting, nor plunder the 
« poor. Though neceſlity compels 
„us to live by the ſword, let the 
rich alone ſupply our wants, and 
„ only thoſe, who thirſt for our 
blood, feel the keenneſs of our 
“ fabres.” 

All approved, applauded the ge- 
nerous propoſal, and bound them 

ſelves by oath, ſcrupulouſly to fulfill 


his injunctions. 


Varmak, as the head of the re- 


* 


public, had leſs time to indulge in 


ſolitude his irremediable ſorrows.— 
He had taſted a ſecret pleaſure in 


courting anguiſh, and cheriſhing the | 


ideas which tormented him. But his 
firſt attention now was to ſee his 
K 3. troop, 
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'troop, that remained, perfectly re- 
covered. They were reduced to 
twenty- one. 
number, though neceſſary for great 
undertakings, was difficult and dan- 
gerous ; he reſolved therefore to 
employ his preſent force cautiouſly, 
and improve the opportunities, which 
- might offer to entrants wo" 


* 
* . 
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THE BOYARD.- 


HE banditti were no ſooner re- 
covered from their wounds and 

late diſmay, than they again panted 
for action; and Yarmak led them to 
the field. During their interval of 
Teſt, he had not been inactive, but 
dif] ay two of his moſt adroit 


companions 


5 


To recruit their 
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companions in the diſguiſe of pea- 
- fants to the neighbourhood of Caſan, 

where the: villages are rich and po- 
pulous, with directions to inform 
themſelves, whether ſome wealthy 
 Boyard could not be furpriſed and 
plundered without danger. They 
were returned with the information 
he deſired, and the report which 
they brought, haſtened the robbers 
to their prey | 
VLarmak learnt from his e chat 
near the banks of the Kama, on a 
riſing ground, ſtood the caſtle of 
Kertzoff, a Boyard, whoſe covetouſ- 
neſs and cruelty rendered him the 
terror and execration of his peaſants. 
In Ruſſia they are appendages to the 
eſtate, and often treated worſe than 
the beaſts which they drive. By his 
exactions of labour from his boors in 
ſummer, his own granaries were fil- 
led, whilſt they had ſcarce time allow- - 
5 4 10 
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edthem to raiſe forthemſelves aſcanty 
ſubſiſtence. And, in winter, they 
were frozen in the ſnow, to procure 
him furs, with which they were never 
warmed; whilſt their leaſt fault was 
puniſhed with the knout, which he 
often took the pleaſure of intlicting 
himſelf with the greateſt ſeverity. 
He was reported to have thus hoard- 
ed up great wealth, and though he 
had no child, having never married, 
to avoid the expences of a family, 
his covetouſneſs, as is often ſeen,” en- 
creaſed with his "ge, and his abun- 
dance; 02 £1 153 vol. 8 mort: 0 
»Yarmak, with ten len men, ad- 
vanced to the banks of the Kama, op- 
poſite the caſtle; and diſpatching his 
former ſpies, each with an attendant, 
habited as factors, who were buying 
up grain for the Czar's army, he 
bid them inform him before night, 
if they could ſecure a reception in 
by 25 3 pf EST. - 
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the caſtle, when he, with his compa- 

nions, at an appointed ſignal given, 

would be ready to ruſh in and ſecond : 
their operations. 

The. pretended bare me 
ing at the village where a quantity of 
grain might be purchaſed, naturally 
drew from the peaſants a direction 
to the caſtle; and being conducted 
thither, as they took care to diſplay 
their purſes, filled with ducats, they 
were no unwelcome viſitors to Kert- | 
zoft.. ' | 
He had at that time two years 
ſtock of corn in his granaries, and 
though the unfavourableneſs of the 
laſt harveſt had raiſed the price fo 
high, that many of the poor were fa- 
miſhing with hunger, yet not a-grain 
would the Boyard part with, without 
the ruble down, 7 

It was paſt noon before they viſited 
the caſtle. The purchaſe, price, and 

: K 5 quantity 
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. quantity of the grain took ſome time 
in debating. The evening was ad- 
vancing when the bargain was con- 
cluded. Being at ſome diſtance from 
the village, and the accommodations 
then but inconvenient, the exorbitant 
price which Kertzoff had exacted 
from them, rendered him more com- 
plaiſant than uſual. Though he had 
not the generoſity to invite them, he 
was aſhamed to reject an intimation, 
that they wiſhed they might for that 
night, have accommodations in the 
caſtle. He ſaid, he ſeldom received 
viſitors, but as they were men of 
worth, he would endeavour to enter- 
tain them hoſpitably. Their horſes 


were ordered to be taken care of, 


and whilft the Boyard went to iſſue 
his orders for ſupper, the meſſenger 
was diſpatched to inform Yarmak 
that the lilver whiſtle ___ be the 

"RT 
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ſignal of his approach, and he would 
find a conductor at the gate. ba 
The evening paſſed, in various 
difconrfe>the bell rang—the ſupper 
was ſerved—the gueſts. were ſeated 
—the Boyard galled. for brandy.— 
In haſte to ſerve, an awkward: ſer- 
Zoff had graſped it in his. hand. 
„ Wretch,” ſaid he, with eyes 
flaſhing fire, thou deſerveſt: a ſe · 
verer chaſtiſement; but this once 


« I will be thy corre&or :—bind: 
« him.” The pale, and trembling 
ſervants, without delay, ſeized their 


fellow. He was bound and tripped, 


the knout prepared. 2b 
In vain the ee intreated 


the Boyard was inexorable.. I. 


«+ muſt teach,” n he, ©. theſe- 


4. ſlaves attention.” 
In that momeat of 3 one 


2 the banditti gave the ſignal to his 


attendant, 


— 
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attendant, who ſlipped to the gate, 
and putting the whiſtle to his lips, — 
Yarmak and, his companions ruſhed 
into the hall, at the moment when 
the obdurate Kertzoff was lifting his 
arm; in vengeance to inflict this cruel 
puniſhment. 2 hey ſeized inſtantly 
the affrighted Boyard - placed guards 
at the doors that none might eſcape 
bound all the ſervants and after 
extorting from the wretched Kert- 
- zoff' a diſcovery of his treaſures, 


© they-plunderedhimy of all they could 


carry with them, and then ſat down 
jovially to: finiſh the entertainment 
on the table, which the above acci- 
dent had interrupted; whilſt the 
trembling maſter of the feaſt lay 
bound, as in the agonies of death. 
When they had finiſhed their 
repaſs, Boyard,“ ſaid Yarmak, 
„ though we are robbers by profeſ- 
& fion, we are not dead to all ſenti- 
Eb FT I es 
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ments of juſtice, as you ſhall ſee.” 
« Boor,” (faid he, looſing him to 
the poor culprit who had been bound) 
« I am here Czar of Mpſcovy, take 
« the knout that lies by thy maſter's 
« fide; and lay on him with the ſame 
« ſeverity, that he was about to ay 
Ait on thee.” 

They. ſtripped the Amd _ 
Waits two of his own ſervants hold 
him down, with drawn fabres over 
them, the ; offending youth, though 
with terror in his looks, laid on, as 
commanded, with all his might, till 
the old crippled Kertzoff roared out 
in agonies. 

Enough, aid Faiinck, « Noz ow 
« you have felt the knout, Boyard, 
« be careful in future how. you in- 

«fli& it. For be aſſured if I hear 
farther complaints of your cruelty, 


«1 ſhall Pay ou a ſecond viſit.” 
Then 
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Then leaving all ſafely bound to 
prevent purſuit, they took their leave 
of the Boyard—mounted'their horſes 

Quand croſſed the Kama, returning, 

- delighted with their expedition, and: 

recruited not only with a freſh fup- 
ply of all their wants, but with an 
| ee to their number. 

The ſervants who had held the 

Boyard, are} the boor who had in- 

flifted- the knout, entreated they 


might be permitted to accompany 


them, as they could expect nothing 
but death, if left at the caſtle, from 
their maſter's fury. Yarmak: granted 
their requeſt, . and mounting them 
on the beſt horſes, which Kertzoff's 
ſtable afforded, loaded them with 
plunder. Nor were there any of the 
troop who afterwards followed him: 
* more inviolable fidelity. 


charrrn 


SIBERIAN ANECDOTES 207% 


CHAPTER VI. 
THE SOLDIER AND COMMISSARY., . 


"HE next excurſion of the ban- 
ditti was acroſs. the Volga on 
the road which leads to Moſcow. 
They were dreffed as.officers travel: 
ting with their attendants to the capi- 
tal; and had not proceeded far ere 
they met a poor ſoldier, with his. 


knapſack at his back, with half an 


arm, and ſupported on a wooden leg, 
trudging with CP through a 
duſty road. 
«* Whither bound . 4 aid x 
Yarmak. 45 ä 
0 rede, an pleaſe yout 
« honour,” replied the Ruſſian. 
. « You ſeem to have ſuffered in 
the wars,” ſaid the Captain, 

: | | 66 Ay 
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e Ay maſters,” faid he, “ would 
the loſs of my leg and arm were 
« all my ſufferings.” |: 

Can we relieve them, brave fel- 


low?” replied the Coſſack. 


God bleſs your honour,” ſaid he, 
vyou are too good for this world, 
thus tocondeſcend to ſpeak toa poor 
diſbanded ſoldier. My ſtory is not 

long but true. I am of Petroſcow, 
«, where ] left an aged father, if he yet 
lives, ho ſubſiſted by my labours; 
« but the Czar, God bleſs his Ma- 
jeſty, wanted recruits, and I was 


& d ragged into the ſervice, and beat 


into the form and figure of a ſol: 
dier. At the ſiege of Precop, I 
« was ordered with a party to ſtorm 
« 'a baſtion. And there a cannon 
loaded with grape ſhot broke my 

„ arm, and took off my poor leg. 
Had it taken off my head I had 
PR. thanked it. Being now no longer 
. Xs N fit 
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« fit for uſe, I was diſbanded, to 
4 travel a thouſand miles with a 
% wooden leg, and beg a precarious 
ſubſiſtence with no proſpect before 
« me, but of dragging out a life f 


indigence and miſery. And per- 


„ haps: my poor father, deſtitute. of 
the bread I uſed to earn him, is 
gone down ere this, with want; 
4 ſorrow and grey hairs to the grave.” 
A tear ſtarted from his eye, he pauſed 
and proceeded, But what adds bit- 


* terneſs to poverty, is the indignity 
and cruelty which the wretched 


«* meet. I paſſed juſt now the coach 
« of our Commiſſary, who from no 


« higher original than my own is 


e rxiſen to greatneſs, and out of the 
bodies of us poor ſoldiers hath 
raiſed a princely fortune. That 

« yonder fine houſe is his, and all 

the country, as far as you can ſee, 

he has purchaſed. His bread might 
* hae 


— 
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have ſerved for bullets in the ſiege, 
and was as difficult for ſoldier's 
teeth to penetrate: indeed more 
of them died with difeaſe through 
the badneſs of our proviſion, than 
by the cannon of the enemy. I 
_ 4, hoped his honour would remember 
« a poor invalid, and begged hard at 
the coach door: but he called me 
_ 4, impoſtor, and vagabond, and bid 
one af his ſcoundrel ſervants kick 
me out of the court; which office 
he inſolently executed. My blood 
4 boiled, but one leg and one arm 
could make no reſiſtance.” L? 
© Indignation and pity. filled the 
heart of Larmak. There comrade,” 
faid he, pulling out his purſe full of 
gold ducats, and throwing it into 
the ſoldier's cap, though it burden 
thy pocket, it will lighten thy 


1 n, return to " aged father, 
. hf 4 it 


- — 
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4 if he be yet alive, and lagi with 
« him thy good fortune.” 

The aſtoniſhed ſoldier could n 
believe his eyes, and looking up with 
a countenance marked with ſtrong 
emotions of gratitude and joy, God 
« bleſs your noble heart, he cried, 
may you long live to enjoy the 
+ exalted pleaſure of doing good.“ 
Voarmak and the troop moved for- 
ward, whilſt the honeſt ſoldier turn- 
ing again and again, to look after his 
generous benefactor, lifted his wooden 
leg with greater agility, and og 
his way to en da 

„My lads,” faid Yarmak, this 
« Commiſlary ſhall regorge ſome of 
% the blood of theſe poor ſoldiers 
„that he is ſwoln with. We me 

beat up his quarters. 
It was drawing towards che even 

ing, when they rode up near the 
houſe, and having placed themſelves 

7 5 1 
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ſo as to be obſerved, they beckoned 


one of the ſervants, who ſtood at the 


door; enquired to whom that ele- 
gant villa belonged and whether the 
next village would afford — 
conifortable accommodations. 
The Commiſſary who was within 
Marion: and not a little proud of 
diſplaying his newly acquired great - 
neſs and nobility, obſerving them ha- 
bited as officers of diſtiniction, polite- 
ly advanced towards them, and in- 


vited them to ſpend the night with 


him, ſuggeſting, that their accom- 
modations at his houſe, would pro- 
bably be more agreeable than any 
the en — could af. 
lord. | 

Vou may bs God Varmak- ang his 


- companions needed no great intreaty. 


After the proper civilities, of fear 
they might be troubleſome that their 


party was large —the y ſuffered them- 
ſelves 


— 


— 
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ſelves to be prevailed upon, and leav- 
ing their horſes with their ſervants; 
they entered a ſpacious hall, from 
each fide of which opened: noble | 
apartments. | 

Yarmak hidden the iy of | 
the place, and admired the taſte of 
the maſter. The Commiſſary, whoſe 
vanity was great as his extortions, 
happy to have an occaſion. to diſplay 
his finery, and highly pleaſed with 
his gueſts, who pretended they came 
from the garriſon of Caſan, led them 
through his houſe and gardens, and 
leaving-them on the terrace for a few 
minutes, admiring a moſt beautiful 
proſpe&,. heightened by the ſetting 
ſun, whilſt he ſtepped into the houſe 
to give ſome orders, the plan was in- 
ſtantly laid to carry off the Commiſ- 

ſary, and ſhare his plunder. 
Tube order for lights to retire after 
* was fixed as the ſignal to begin 
the 


214 SIBERIAN ANECDOTES. 


the attack. Their attendants below 
were inſtantly to ſecure the doors, 
and bind the ſervants: whilſt the of · 
ficers above ſeized the Commiſſary, 
and would be ready to aid if needful. 


The evening paſſed in general con- 
nin; during which the Commiſ- 
fary took occaſion to inſinuate, how 
neceſſary a perſon he had been to his 
Majeſty, that the honours, which he 
had conferred upon him, were but 
the reward of his merits—and that 
the government was {till conſiderably 
his debt. 

At ten the ſupper was ſerved. Pro- 
fuſion covered the table. The fineſt 
wines Champaign, Tokay, Burgun- 
dy flowed in golden goblets round, 
and the ſide board was loaded with 
plate. The Commiſſary quite ele- 
vated with the compliments paid him, 
like a true Ruſſian, ſpared not the 

Os ſo that by midnight the can- 

5 | 5 dles 
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Mes danced before him, and his head 
rolled from ſhoulder to ſhoulder. 
The clock ſtruck twelve—the lights 
were called for—and the attack be- 
gan. 
Where all was prepared on the one 
Gals, and no ſuſpicion on the other, 
the conqueſt met no difficulty. The 
Commiſſary himſelf was too far gone 
to be ſenſible of any thing that was 
paſſing, and the ſervants drunk or 
aſleep. They were bound all ſecurely. 
The ſide board, the jewels, the mo- 
ney, and whatever of value was port- 
able, they quickly packed up, and 
began their retreat within an hour of 
midnight. Era 
Vet not ſo did Yarmak intend he 5 
Commiſſary ſhould eſcape. He or- 
dered him to be mounted on one of 
his own horſes, bound and gagged. 
Then haſtened their march: by dawn 


of "oP they had gained the woods, 
| "wn ö 
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Which ſhade the banks of the Volga. 
There they baited at a well known 
haunt: and the affrighted Commiſ- 
ſary, by this time reſtored to the 


exerciſe of his reaſan, being ungag- 


ged and unbound moſt piteouſly en- 
treated that they would ſpare his life. 
Thy life friend,” ſaid Varmak, 
% would be no compenſation for thoſe 
„% *who have fallen by thy iniquity: 
The reſtitution in thy power may 
* yet procure thy liberty. This 
moment fit down and draw on the 
«: ſecretary of war for ten thouſand 
2 &:xubles, out of the 'arrears' due to 
* thee from government, to be di- 
« {tributed by General Menzikoff 
among the widows and orphans of 
thoſe brave men, who fell by ſick- 
« neſs or the ſword before the un 
4 of Precop.” | F201 6/7; 
The command be of no heſi- 
tation. The trembling Com miſſary 
1 | | : drew 
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drew the bill. And Yarmak diſpatch- 


ing one of his attendants to the near- 


eſt poſt, bid him haſten to the next 


rendezvous beyond the Volga; which 


they croſſed, aſſuring the Commiſ- 
ſary that he had nothing farther to 
apprehend, but that by the time the 
money was N he ſhould be at li- 
berty. 

After ten days 8 1 
folded, that he might be capable of 
no diſcovery, they conducted him 
into the high road, and furniſhing 
him with money to carry him home, 
“ Friend,” ſaid Yarmak, diſmiſſing 
him, * diſpenſe of thy remaining 
« wealth to the diſabled ſoldier, the 
« widow, and the orphan, and then 


&« thou wilt not tempt the robbers to 
“ vilit thee,” 


'L « - .CHAPTER 
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i CHAPTER VI. 
| THE Mokxs. 
VARIETY of depredations ſuc- 


ceeded during the courſe of the 
enſuing year. In all which they ob- 


1 ſerved their engagements inviolably. 


None experienced wanton cruelty, 
nor had the poor ever reafon to com- 


plain. After having by various means 
encreaſed the number of their troop 


to forty, their laſt expedition was to 


the monaſtery of Troitza. | 
Tiroitza is ſituated on an elevation 
near the banks of the Vatka, a large 
river which riſing in the north, runs 
ſouthward, and meeting the Kama 


ſome verſts below Caſan, they pour 


together their ſtreams into the mighty 
Volga, The monaſtery is built of 


ſtone 
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ſtone with battlements round it, and 


affords a noble manſion for one hun- 


dred monks and their attendants. 

As prieſtcraft is the. fame in all 
countries, and greater abuſes nowhere 
prevail, than when the pureſt religion 
is perverted by the baſeneſs of men 
to ſerve the purpoſes of pride, ambi- 
tion, indolence and ſenſuality, a mo- 
naſtery is not more the ſeat of ſuper- 
ſtition, than of intrigue, envy and 
corruption of manners. The exalted 
perfection of the monaſtic life, though 
reverenced by the vulgar, being a 
ſtate ſo diametrically oppoſite to the 
law of nature, as well as the precepts 
of revelation, it is impoſſible but the 
effects of it ſhould be ſuch, as they 


have been diſcovered to be, in every 


nation where this impious abuſe of 


the ſacred name of religion prevails. 


The monks of 'Troitza, with all 
the corruption common to human na- 
L 2 -- >. ml 
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ture, added the profoundeſt igno- 
rance, to the peculiar vices of a Ruſ- 
ſian. And though many of them 
were ſcarce able to read their ritual, 
they prided themſelves highly on their 
K and ſanctity. 
The revenues of their monaſtery 
were very great. The whole coun- 
try around them their property. And 
though bound by the ſtricteſt vows 
of poverty and continence, their 
houſe was the ſeat of plenty, their 


cellars ſtored with the choiceſt wines 


and liquors, and the ignorant daugh- 
ters and wives of the peaſants an eaſy 
prey to their ſeductions, eſpecially as 
the power of the confeſſor was ſo 
readily exerted, - to grant the abſolu- 
tion that could cancel the crime. 
Their treaſury was known to be 
_ immenſety rich, and their wealth con- 
tinually accumulating. To eaſe them 


1 the uſeleſs load could ſcarce be 
termed 
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termed an injury, and if returned : 


into circulation would be a real bene- 
fit to mankind. The prize was great, 
but the undertaking dangerous, con- 
ſidering the numbers, as well as craft 
of thoſe, they had to deal with. Var- 
mak however reſolved on the at- 
tempt, and his companions heartily 
concurred in the enterpriſe. 

A monaſtery is ſure to be the para- 
diſe of beggars. Around it, this rag- 
ged regiment of the idle and indigent 
ſwarms in every country, to receive 


the daily diſtribution of bread, broth, 


victuals, or clothes, which are dealt 
out at the gate under the profaned 


name of charity. Aſſuming there- 
fore the rags of this fraternity, and 
concealing their piſtols in a belt un- 
der them, by different roads the ban- 
ditti aſſembled, with others, at the 
gate of the convent. 


. 
4 
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The time choſen by Yarmak for 
the execution of the enterpriſe was 
the Ruſſian Maſlanitz, which anſwers 
exactly to the feaſon of Carnival in 
the countries of Romaniſm. The 
name ſignifies, he butter week, becauſe 
after the faſt of lent is begun, they 
are forbidden the uſe of butter as 
animal food, and obliged to employ 
oil in its ſtead. 

The Maſlanitz continues during the 
eight days preceding the great faſt 


of lent. To prepare for which holy 


ſeaſon of mortification and penance, 


they make vaſt proviſion of cakes 


and paſties with butter and eggs, and 
all the rareſt viands, which they can 
procure, with the beſt and ſtrongeſt 
| liquors. The day is ſpent in riot, 
and the night in debauch. The maſk 
which they wear covers all ſhame, 
though a Ruſſian ſcarce counts the 


intemperance of that jovial ſeaſon 
among 
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among his crimes. The cloiſter is 
not free from the common infection, 
and at 'Troitza, where all around 


them were their boors or tenants, 
open houſe was kept for all comers, 
and eight days indulgence for profi- 


gacy within theſe holy walls ſet apart 


for the exerciſes of peculiar auſterity. 
As the kitchen was liberally ſup- 


plied, and copious cans of beer and 


brandy flowed from the cellar, the 
ſcene may eaſily be judged, A Ruf- 
ſian is always thirſty, and if the aqua. 
vite flamed as it went down, the cup 
would never remove from his lips till 


' he had ſeen the bottom of it. 


The fourth day of the Maſlanitz 


was fixed for the attack. The hour 


to begin when after midnight the 
clock {truck one. 

The convent conſiſts of a vaſt 
quadrangle. You enter under a mag- 


 nificent gateway, over which riſes a. 


L4 beautiful 
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beautiful cupola gilt with copper, 
containing the great bell, and ſur- 
mounted by a golden croſs. Fronting 
the gateway, ſtands a lofty gothic 
chapel and their common hall, which 
occupy the whole of that ſide the 
quadrangle. A grand arch leading 
to the gardens divides them, covered 
| by a cupola ſimiliar to that by which 
you enter and occupied by the clock 
of the monaſtery. Beneath the hall 
are the kitchen, buttery and ſtore 
rooms, to which you deſcend by a 
noble flight of marble ſtairs. 
The right and left ſides of the 
angle contain' the cells of the 
monks three ſtories high, opening on 
common ſtaircaſes, which you enter 
under an elegant piazza, which ſur- 
rounds the whole building, and af- 
fords them ſhelter from the ſun and 
rain. The ſide next the gateway 
is poli by the abbots lodgings, 
2 "Io the 
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he treaſury and the apartments be- 
longing to the officers and attendants; 
of the houſe. 

As during theſe days of feſtivity, 
the gates were thrown open, the area 
of the quadrangle was free for all vi- 
fitors, and many a Ruſſian having 
drank deep of the hoſpitality of the 
houſe, had there meaſured his length. 
Here the banditti aſſembled in dif- 
ferent quarters, impatiently . expect- 
ing the ſtroke of one. 

At the ſound, they joined in a body 
under the gateway. Six were ſta- 
tioned there with cocked piſtols. 
Two of them entered the porter's 
lodge, who \ was too far gone to. know: 
what was paſſing without; they ſeized. 
the keys, and ſhut and locked. the 
gates. Four, armed as their compa- 
nions, kept guard at the oppoſite arch, 
leading to the gardens, preventing 
all eſcape. The reſt, having firſt ſe- 
L 5 cured. 
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cured the peaſants in the area, many 
of whom were ſufficiently ſafe by in- 
toxication, and leaving a guard over 
them, divided into two bodies. One 
of them being diſpatched to each 
ſide of the quadrangle, they ſecured 
the ſtaircaſes, and entering with as 
little noiſe as poſſible into the cells 
of the monks and their attendants, 
bound them ſafely, and locked them 
in, with threats of inſtant death, if 
they but attempted to eſcape. All 
was done with a quickneſs and dexte- 
rity which their trade had rugs 
them. 

Yarmak with two of his compa- 
nions repaired to the Abbot's lodge. 
He was retired to bed early ; but as 
the weather was not warm, had taken 
a bed-ellow along with him; the 
round, ruddy, buxom wife of his 
principal farmer. The noiſe, una- 
voidable from forcing the . chamber 
door, 
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door, made them both ſtart up in 
the bed on their ſeat, with terror in 
their countenances, and in that atti- 
- tude, half naked, they met the eyes 
of Yarmak and his companions. 
Holy Abbot,” ſays Yarmak, be 
« not affrighted. We are ſorry to 
« diſturb your ſlumbers. We are 
„ only come to borrow of you, as 
you do from your neighbours. Se- 
« cure them, comrades. The night 
« js cold, put on the Abbot the good 
« woman's coif, her gown and petti- 
« coats, they will keep him warm. 
« She is young, and cooler clothing 
& will ſerve her turn, the Abbot's. 
e tunic and cowl will be enough.” 
Nos ſooner ſpoke than done. The 

goodly pair with trembling ſubmit to 
their transformation. And binding 
them back to back, the robbers left 
them to wait the morning, when the 
monks ſhould come as uſual to __ 
the Abbot's benediction. 


It 
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It would be too long to tell the 
various droll ſcenes which that night 
exhibited to the banditti, in the. cells 
of the monks: as many of them were 
found to be poſſeſſed as little with 
the gift of continence as their ſu- 
perior. 

Having effectually ſecured every 
creature from the poſſibility of eſcape 
or reſiſtance, they viſited the trea- 
ſury their principal object. They 
found it ſtored with ſilver and gold, 


and the fineſt furrs. Having packed 
up what they eſteemed' moſt valuable 


and portable, and equipped the horſes 
which they found in the ſtables of 
the monaſtery, the beggars mounted, 
and taking the keys, locked the gates 
after them, and haſtened to their re- 
treat with all poſſible expedition. 
The wonder of thoſe who viſited 
the monaſtery in the morning to ſee 
the gates locked, increaſed, as the 


2 
31 
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day advanced, and no one appeared. 
They ſcaled the walls, and entering 
the quadrangle releaſed thoſe who 
were. bound, then viſited the cells, 
and liberated the prifoners. 

The monks were no ſooner at li- 
berty, than they flew in a body to- 
the Abbot's lodge. But how great 
was their confuſion and aſtoniſhment, 
to find their ſuperior ſo traveſtied, and 
the farmer's wife metamorphoſed into 
the Abbot! However, they agreed to- 


huſh up the matter for the credit of 


the houſe : beſides, that their own, 
cells had exhibited ſome ſimilar adven- 
tures, and left little room for mutual 
upbraidings. One good effect it pro- 
duced. Conſcious ſhame, as well as. 
the emotions of gratitude for their 
deliverance, ſuggeſted to them the 
propriety of releaſing two of their 
brethren, who for a month paſt had 


þ 
* 


been confined in the dungeon, on 


bread 


» 
- I 
#2 . 
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bread and water, as a penance for 
their crimes. The one of them for 
having eaten an egg on a faſt day 
without a diſpenſation; and the other 
for murmuring againſt the ſentence 
as ſevere, and obſerving he did not 
- fee ſo much harm in it. N 
Thus, is it ever obſervable, that 
where perverted Chriſtianity is eſta- 
bliſhed, the great crimes are diſobedi- 
_ ence, not to the doctrines of Chriſt, 
but to the commandments of men. 


— 6 —— c 


CHAPTER VIII. 
THE DISCOVERY, 


"THE life of a robber, even when 
ſucceſsful, is embittered with 
fear, harraſſed with ſuſpence, com- 
paſſed with danger, and in perpetual 
alarms. He neither riſes up nor lies 

| down. 


* 
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down in ſafety. His career is uſually 
ſhort, and his end ignominious. How 

much {ſweeter are the gains of honeſt 
induſtry, and a more ſcanty provi- 
ſion with ſecurity and peace; where 
the ſleep is unbroken with guilt and 
fear, and the ſhield of integrity covers 
the boſom of the juſt ! 

The repeated depredations of theſe 
banditti, and their late inſult on: the 
miniſters of religion, awakened the 
choler of the Czar. He ſent the 
ſtricteſt orders to the Governor of 
Caſan to ſpare no expence, and uſe 
every expedient to diſcover their re- 
treat. And an accident ſoon hap- 
pened that afforded him the deſired 
opportunity. 

One of the robbers who had been 
diſpatched on the ſcout, to look out 
for prey and to gain intelligence, had 
entered Caſan in diſguiſe. He was 
one of thoſe who had ſo deſperately 


fought 
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"fought their way through the dra- 
' + goons, when ſo many of their com- 
panions fell: and diſtinguiſhable by 
a ſcar on his left cheek, the conſe- 
quence of a wound which he had re- 
ceived in an affray. 
In the very inn where he had 
taken up his reſidence, it happened 
that one of the dragoons was quar- 
tered, who had defended the caravan. 
He recollected his face as he paſſed 
through the inn- yard, and remem- 


bered the ſear on his cheek. 


He immediately acquainted the 
Governor with his diſcovery ; and 
that night a file of muſketeers en- 
tered the robber's chamber, and car- 
Tied him in chains to the citadel... 

On his examination next. day, he- 
foutly denied the charge laid againſb 
kim, and made a plauſible ſtory of 
his occupation and abode; but when 


the rack was. produced, and he. was 
bound. 
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bound to it, added to the promiſe of 
pardon, and a great reward, if he 
would diſcover the retreat of his ac- 
complices, his courage failed him. 
The fear of torture, and h6pe of im- 
punity, prevailed over his fidelity. 
He begged to be unbound, with the 
aſſurance of a plenary confeſſion, and 
diſcovery of his comrades retreat. 


The Governor of Caſan fully 


apprized of the Czar's ſolicitude to 
ſuppreſs theſe banditti, delayed not 
a moment: as ſoon as he had learnt 
their number and abode, he ordered 
ſive hundred dragoons of the garriſon 
to mount, and prepare for a march, 
with the robber for their guide, and 
bound, to prevent the poſſibility of 
eſcape. The colonel who command- 
ed this ſecret expedition, had orders 
to bring the banditti to Caſan dead 
or alive, and to demoliſh their lurk- 
ing places. 


Early 
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Farly in the morning they haſtened 
forward, with. the robber chained to 
two of the dragoons. 'The diſtance 
was about four days journey, but 
the way narrow, difficult through _ 
woods and defiles only known to the 

banditti themſelves. 

During four days they had advan- 
ced deep into that uninhabited wild. 
One hour more would have brought 
them in view of the ſequeſtered val- 
ley. But the day began to wear 


away; and they were unwilling to: 


make their attack in the night, leaſt 


their prey ſhould eſcape. They halt- 
ed therefore in the evening, ready 
at the returning dawn of light to pur- 
ſue their march, and finiſh their ex- 
pedition. N 

The evening was eie y beau- 
tiful, and Yarmak had retired from 
his companions, as he. often did, to 
indulge his penſive mood, and cheriſh 

| in 
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in folitude the dear, but melancholy 
remembrance of Velika. 

Loſt in the deep reflections on his 
unhappy lot, he had wandered far into 
the woods, and the advancing ſhadows 
of the evening awakened him from. 
his reverie. He ſtopt—and as he 
turned round, he thought he heard 
the neighing of horſes. He liſtened 
attentively, and a moment confirm- 
ed his ſuſpicions, ; 

He inſtantly advanced towards the 
place from whence the ſound ſeemed 
to proceed, and cautiouſly moving 
forward under the cover of the trees, 
he approached fo near undiſcovered, 
as plainly to diſcern the encampment. 
And as the twilight was yet ſtrong, 
how great was his terror and aſtoniſn- 
ment, to behold the well known. 

countenance of Karapouſchin, and to 
perceive that he was chained between, 


two dragoons. | 
He 


- 
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He nearly Sed their number; | 
and marked their precautions to pre- 
vent ſurpriſe; which rendered the idea 
of an attack defperate. Flight now 
appeared the only door of hope, and 
for that ſcarce a moment remained. 
Retiring therefore with all the ſpeed 
which the imminence of the danger 
required, be reached the tents as 
ſupper was ſerving, and all his com- 
panions jovially aſſembled in their 
= common hall. 
The relation of Yarmak, with the 
diiwedion which the ſight had made 
on his intrepid heart and countenance, 
ſpread diſmay and panic through that 
bold troop, unuſed to fear. 
To wait there the . of 
thiir enemies in the morning was 
madneſs, and to attack them deſpe- 
rate. Though they might, and no 
doubt would, ſell their lives dearly, 


the conteſt was too unequal, anda 
. | | Proven 
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preſent or future ignominous death 
ſtared them in the face. 5 2 


4 To lead you, comrades, to the 
enemy, ſaid Varmak, I ſhould 


not now for a moment heſitate, if 
there appeared the remoteſt pro- 
ſpect of ſucceſs. I know your 
courage, and gladly would ſacri- 
fice my life in your ſervice. If 
we ſtay here, the ruin is more inevi- 
table as ſoon as the light of day 


returns. But the preſent moment 


is yet our own. The world is 


wide, and other regions ſtretch 


out to us their hoſpitable arms. 


Prudence, activity, and your wont- 


ed reſolution may yet extricate us 
from the preſent dangers, and 
lodged far hence in ſafety, we may 


plan our future empire. My ad- 


vice, (if better be not ſuggeſted) 
is to mount our fleeteſt horſes, re- 


move with us the moſt valuable of 


„ our 
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0 our poſſeſſions which are leaſt cum- 
« -berſome, and turning our faces to 
the north, ſeek an afylum among 
t ſome diſtant hord of Tonguſes, till 
the preſent ſtorm is blown over. 
We know the ſecret paſſes of theſe 
% mountains. Our purſuers cannot 
« overtake us. This night will carry 
4 us far out of their reach, and un- 
4 tried paths, I doubt not, lead us 
to a place of ſafety. “ 
Every man concurred in the wiſdom 
of the propoſal. Not a moment was 
loſt. They equipped their horſes 
feired their arms with what provi- 
ſion and ammunition they could carry 
—and' packing up the choiceſt of 
their treaſures, turned their backs, 
not ran a ſigli, on that delightful 


retreat. 6 MA 50 7 2 
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